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The Song of the Angels By Mrs. E. Hunter

DEAR old Christmas, with its good cheerl
What happy memories of childhood cluster
around this season!

We all treasure the joys of Christmas and
recall with pleasure its sweet songs of heavenly
music, the merry faces of little children bright
with expectation of coming favors, the beauntiful
Christmas trees bespangled with gold and sil-
ver, and the twinkling little candles like tiny
sentinels on the mount of green.

Bometimes at the top of the tree there would
be a bright star, or an angel with outspread
wings, bearing the message of joy.

Many are the delights of Christmas; and we
are glad that the poor old world has had so
much pleasure in the celebration. While we can-
not agree that December twenty-fifth is the cor-
rect date of our Savior’s birth, nevertheless we
are glad to join in the happy song of praise
and thanksgiving for Jehovah’s gift of gifts to
a lost and dying race—His Son. But ah! how
few of earth’s millions have any serious thought
of the real import of the birth of Jesus, the
Holy Child of Bethlehem. Yet it is the great
outstanding event of history, without which
there would be no hope of a future life.

Let us pause and consider for a moment as
we glance backward on the stream of time, Let
us listen to the Song of the Angels, as it rang
out on the hills of Judea more than nineteen
centuries ago.

It was in the quiet stillness of the night, and
the faitbful shepherds were watching their
flocks in the open field. Above glistened the
lovely stars, silently proclaiming the glory of
God. Suddenly appeared the angel of Jehovah
with the song that has come down through the
ages: “Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good
tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people.
For unto you is born this day in the city of
David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”

Immediately the heavenly choir caught the
glad refrain and filled the air with the sweetest
song of earth—the Song of the Argels: “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good
will toward men.”

What a benediction, what hope for the chil-
dzren of men in the Song of the Angels!
“Happy shepherd on whose eye
Shone the glory from on high, -
Of the heavenly majesty.”

No Peace as Yet

AND now after so many years we turn our

longing eyes in every direction for some
manifestation of the promised peace on earth.
Oh, sad indeed are the conditions in the world
—man killing his fellow man and perfecting
every device for further slaughter; the idle rich
living in luxury while the poor are struggling
to keep alive the little spark of life. In the

slums of our great cities we see sights that

make the heart sick and the brain faint—little
children reared in crime, who never had a
chance, who were doomed from birth to fall by
the wayside, many of them old before reaching
maturity. Add to all this the selfish exploita-
tion of the common people by corrupt men in
high places, the gambling curse, the drinking
curse, the insane asylums, the hospitals, the re-
form schools, ete. What a picture of the sigh-
ing, erying, and dying of the poor human racel

We turn from it all; and we listen again to
the Song of the Angels: “Behold, I bring you

- good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all

people.” Could there have been a mistake? Did
the angels misunderstand this message which
they brought from the courts of Jehovaht No;
they were perfect angelic beings, and the mes-
sage was one of joy and not of sorrow. How
can we harmonize the message of “joy” and
“peace” with the night time of weeping? Again
we pause and look into the distant past.

In the Garden of the Lord, the one perfect
beauty spot of earth, our first parents came
into being with all the grandeur of perfection,
mental, moral, and physical. But Satan, that
old serpent the devil, aspiring to make himself
like the Most High, reached out to acquire do-
minion over them. One act of disobediencs to
the just requirement of their Creator, at Satan’s
instigation; and the jewels of perfection began
to fade. Out into the unprepared earth they
were driven to wrest their sustenance from the
soil as best they could, struggling with the ad-
verse conditions amid the thorns and thistles.
Separated from the fellowship of their Creator,
the Eden home gone, the dominion of earth lost,
and the death penalty upon them, our first par-
ents were indeed reaping the bitter fruits of
disobedience; and by inheritance the penalty

bas fallen npon every member of the human

family. The sentence, “Dust thou art, and unto
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dust shalt thou return,” has never been revoked.

The first faint gleam of hope for the con-
demned race was that the “seed of the woman”
should utterly destroy the power of sin. About
midway between the fall of Adam and the Song
of the Angels in the hills of Judea stands that
wonderful promise made to Abraham: “In
blessing I will bless thee, and in multiplying 1
will multiply thy seed as the stars of the heaven,
and as the gand which is upon the sea shore;
... and in thy seed shall all nations of the
earth be blessed.”—Genesis 22:17, 18.

Some Christians believe that this promise
was fulfilled when Jesus died on Calvary and
thus became the Redeemer of the world. But a
moment’s reflection will prove the fallacy of
such a thought. True, some were blessed and,
through faith, passed from under the curse in
Adam to the promise of life in Christ, “saved
by hope.” But more than half of the human
race have lived and died without hearing of the
name of Jesus. Consequently they have not
been blessed. And we still have the sorrows
ol earth.

Blessings Sure to Come

YET the angels had sung: “Good tidings of
great joy, which shall be to all people”
We must conclude that the blessing tarries; for
as we view the changing scenes of church and
state we find no record of wonderful blessings
baving come to the world such as predicted by
the prophets of old and as sung by the angels.
Why the long delay in granting the blessing
to all as promised?!

Reflecting on God’s Word, we find that He is
a great economist and frequently accomplishes
more than one purpose at a time. Evidently it
was His will to permit six thousand years of
evil to teach men the exceeding sinfulness of
tin and its awful results; and at the same time
He has been sending crucial tests to certain
elect classes whom He purposed to use in bless-
ing tke non-elect world in general. The long
time it has taken to prepare these elect classes
for their futore werk gives us some idea of the
importance of that work in Jehovah's sight.

In the 0l1d Testament we have the record of
some faithful ones who were loyal to God and
th- principles of rightecusness under adverse
cm‘nditions. Of this class the apostle Paul wrote:
“They were stoned, they were sawn asunder,

m GOLDEN AGE

were tempted, were glain with the sword. They
wandered about in sheepskins and goatskine;
being destitute, afflicted, tormented, of whom
the world was not worthy.” (Hebrews 11:37,
38) Tenderly and with reverence we think of
those dear prophets of old, and rejoice to know
that a great reward and honor awaits them.
They will represent the earthly, visible phase
of the kingdom, “princes in all the earth” (Psalm
45:16), during the Messianic reign.

Another elect class representing the heavenly
phase of the kingdom has been called during
this Gospel age to walk in the footsteps of Jesus
and to sacrifice with Him their little all of
human life, aims, and hopes, exchanging these
for “glory, honor, and immortality,” proving
under severe trials faithful unto death. Of this
class it is said: “And they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years” as “kings and
priests” unto God, ruling, judging and blessing
mankind. (Revelation 20:4,6; 1:6) They are
Jehovah’s appointed missionaries for the con-
version of the world. Then that gracious invi-
tation found in Revelation 22:17 will be ex-
tended: “The Spirit and the bride say, Come,
. . . and let him that is athirst come; and who-
goever will let him take the water of life freely.”

Earth’s Restored Paradise

MANY are the promises of & restored earth,

the Golden Age long dreamed of by poet
and sage, and spoken of “by the mouth of all
the holy prophets.”

As we catch a glimpse of these times of re-
freshing, we are assured that the Song of the
Angels has rung true: “Good tidings of great
joy, which shall be to all people.”

Let us consider a few of the blessings which
shall obtain in that new earth. Justice shall be
the foundation of the government-to-be. (Isaiah
28:17) Human life will be more precious than
fine gold. (Isaiah 13:12) “They shall build
houses, and inhabit them; and they ehall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. They shall
not build, and another inhabit; they shall not
plant, and another eat” (Isaiah 65:21,22)
“Nation shall not lift up sword against nation,
peither shall they learn war any more.”—
Isaiah 2:4. -

And again, ‘when the judgments of the Lord
are in the earth the inhabitants will learn right-
eousness.’ ‘Their flesh shall be fresher than &
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child’s, and they shall return to the days of
their youth’; and, blessed thought! “there shall
be no more death.” This will be Paradise on
earth, with the gift of everlasting life to who-
soever will give heed and receive instructions
in the way of righteousness and life.

The Song of the Angels is on the eve of ful-
filment. Good tidings of great joy are going
forth to the meek ones of earth, a message fra-
grant with hope. On every side we see prepa-
rations for that perfect government which shall
be “the desire of all nations.”

In an interview some time ago Mareoni said:
“Science will transform the world. Within fifty
years life on this planet will be so changed that
we who are here now would have difficulty in
recognizing it. It will be a better and happier
world.” And again: “The age of what are
known as scientific miracles is not in danger of
coming to a pause; it has only just begun.” He
tells much of the wonder-world to come and
fears that life will be too easy for the human
race with electricity doing the labor; that “if
people are not careful they will detenorate »

Groundless fear! Very few of the human
family have had an opportanity to develop
themselves physically, mentally, and morally.
The struggle for existence has kept most of us
busy. With long, delightful hours of leisure,
what wonders could be accomplished toward the
goal of perfection! The latent qualities of rea-
son, memory, and determination will be devel-
oped; the Godlike quality of benevolence shall
radiate from every face, which will be returning
to His image, with the added blessing of health
that bespeaks the harmony with nature’s benefi-
cent laws.

Jehovah’s King Now Present
THE waste places of the earth will be made
to bloom like the Garden of Eden, and man
will have the privilege of codperating for his
own developmeént. Already we see the desert
blooming like the rose and streams breaking
forth in dry lands—all because we are living in
the dawn of the Golden Age, the due time for
- the blessing of all nations. Not all are familiar
with the fact that the blessing time is in the
world’s judgment day. The Prophet says:
“When thy [God’s] judgments are in the earth,
the inhabitants of the world will learn right-
eousness.” There needs must come the hum-
bling of the nations by bringing to naught the

Racoxrry, N. ¥,

wisdom of men; for it is based upon selfishness.

The Lord shakes the nations to shake out un-’

righteousness, untruth and irreverence; then
the desire of all—life, liberty, and the pursmit
of happiness in a real, tangible form—shall
come. God’s mind is made up; He has declared
it; He will do it. “Sing unto the Lord with the
harp . . . make a joyful noise before the Lord,
for he cometh to judge the earth.”—Psa. 98:5-9.

When Jesus in His humiliation came to earth
to be man’s Redeemer few recognized Him as
the Messiah, the One sent from God. So now
in the end of the age we find similar conditions
existing; and again it is troe that “there stand-
eth one among you whom ye know not” (John
1:26)-earth’s rightful King, Jehovah's Anoiut-
ed, veiled from the sight of flesh, but recognized
by the eye of faith through the prophecies as
now present, by the signs of the times, the pre-
dicted running to and fro, and the inereasc of
knowledge—all indicating preparations for the
blessing of all nations by the Prince of Peace.

True, there is a destructive work as well as a
constructive work going on in the world today,
which may seem to nullify the promised peace
on earth. Many are the dire forebodings heard
on every side. In a magazine article ex-Presi-
dent Wilson expressed the opinion that “civili-
zation is tottering.” It is indeed the world’s
dark hour just before the dawn. But again we
see the wisdom of God; for this destructive
work will act as a purifying fire to humble and
make the world ready for the blessings which
God has for it.

The silver lining to the dark eloud is the
kingdom of Christ set up in “power and glory,”
which is the only remedy for the ills of the
human race. Happy and wise are they who
have sufficient faith to touch the hem of His
garment (to recognize His presence) and be
among those “millions now living {who] will
never die.”

When Christ and His footstep followers be-
gin their reign of a thousand years, and the
glories of perfection stretch out before the won-
dering gaze of humanity, for the blessing of all
the willing and obedient of the human family,
the Song of the Angels will ring out not only
in the hills of Judea, but gradually and rapidly
to earth’s remotest bounds: “Glory to God in
the highest, and on earth peace, good will to-
ward men.”
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i,ate With An Xmas Gift!

|7 Make Use of Our Extensive Organization

In over a thousand cities in the United States there are branch offices of the
International Bible Students Association. Each of these branches is fully equipped to
supply the following Special Christmas Combinations, Telegraph us your order, and
our branch will be instructed to deliver the Combination to your home immediately.
Use the telegraphic code given here when telegraphing.

5

B

Special Xmas Combination Offers

Complete Bible Students Combinations

Complete set of the 7 volumes of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, cloth binding, $3:70;
one vear's subscription to the watca Toweg, issued semi-monthly, $1.00: one year's
subscription to THE GOLDEN AGE, issued every other week, $1.00; one copy of I. B. 8. A.
Bible 1919, leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.50; when ordered as Bible Students
Combination, $7.00 postpaid.

L Telegraph Code: Complete ,
e o " Special Library Offer
i e Complete set of 7 volumes of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, cloth binding, $3.70; one

b
¥ N o 'copy of I. B. 8. A. Bible 1918, leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.00; when ordered
F, ;38 Special Library Offer, $6.00, postpaid.

' Telegraph Code: Library

Harp Bible Students Combination : ‘
L\> , Complete, Hare BIBLE Stupy Coursg, cloth binding, pocket edition, 68c; one year’s
B S subscription to THE GOLDEN AGE, issued every other week, $1.00; one copy of L B. S, A,
Bible 1918, leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.00; when ordered as Harp Bible
Students Combination, $4.30 postpaid.
N\/ ’ Telegraph Code: Combination
. Special Combination Offer

Copy of the FiNisHEp MYSTERY, cloth binding, 55¢, copy of Millions Now Living Will -
Never Die, paper binding, 25¢; copy of Can the Living Talk with the Dead? paper
binding, 25; when ordered as Special Combination, T8¢ postpaid.

|
|
!
}
t
?
1k Telegraph Code: Special
{
3

I TELEGRAM

{ International Bible Students Association,
[ 18 Concord Street, Brooklyn, N. Y., U. 8. A.

| ' HAVE BRANCH DELIVER . TO

SIGNED |
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XMAS COMBINATIONS

THE DIVINE PLAN OF THE ACES

5,306,000 edition. 336 pages; 48 pages of questions.

Cloth binding, 80 cents, ’

The volume establishes the authendeity of the Bible,
demonstrates the harmony and entire agreement among
all the writers of the Bible. outlines a method of pro-
cedure in Bible study, submits a reasonable explanation of
miracles, and treats subjects of general interest.

THE TIME 1S AT HAND
1,754,500 edition. 334 pages; also 47 pages of questions.
Cloth binding, 50 cents.

An examination of Bible chronology and the Bible's
history of the world. This volume, written in 1889, pre-
dicted that the “times of the Gentlles” wounld end in 1914,
and eventually culminate in the complete overthrow of all
human government and the estabiishment of God's king--

dom on earth.
THY KINGDOM COME

1,688,000 edition. 388 pages; also 44 pages of questions.
Cloth binding, 50 cents.

Points to the prophetic testimony and the chronology
of the Bible regarding the time of the establishment of
Christ's kingdom on earth. Points to the foretold condi-
tipne* that would exist and the crisis to which they lead.

. « THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON

592,500 edition. 667 pages; also 39 pages of questions.
c Cloth binding, 58 cents.

This volume covers the closing epoch of the Gospel Age

—a period of wonderful blessings, which In tufn become
more and more & cause of friction, discontent and trouble,
hastening that irrepressible conflict between Capital and
Labor. »

THE ATONEMENT -

$26,500 edition. 637 pages: 84 pages of questions.
Cloth binding, 35 cents.

The key-nots of this volume is the rausomn price. Ikrom
this doctrine radiate all other doctrines connected with
our salvation. An understanding of the ransour permits
Christians to decide at once what {s truth and what is

error.
THE NEW CREATION

508,500 edition. 747 pages: also 71 pages 6! questions.
Cloth binding, 53 cents.

Compiles the Scripturai rules and laws for management

of the church and the Christian home, opening with a
discussion of the Rible record of creation.

THE FINISHED MYSTERY -

2,400,000 edition. 610 pages. Cloth binding, 53 centa.
An explanation of the books of Revelation and Ezekiel,
cularly noting how events of the past seven years
hare fultilled prophecy.
interpreting the unknown on the baxis of what is known,
the probable manner of fulfilling prophecy respecting the
events of the forthcoming four years is advanced.

L B. S. A BIBLES

These are Common-Verzion cross-reference

W Bibles, but their dlstinguishing feature

oy y consists of over 700 pages of special

Berean heips. .

I, Bible Teachers Mapual: Comments from Genesis to
Revelation, explaining the text and referring to our pub-
lications for fuller treatment II, Instructors Guide Texts.
111, Berean Topical Index. IV, Spurious Passages Noted.
V. Colored Maps. VI, (Nos 1919, 1939, 1959 only) Bagster's
Concordance and Helps.

No. 1918: Sise 41 x 6% inches; good black grained sheep-
skin binding; red under gold edges; flexible, overhanging
cover; small and light; price $3.00.

‘3.‘;)0. 1919: Same as 1918, plus Concordance, etc.; price
.50.
No. 1938: Same as 1918, but bound In genuine Morocco,

leather lined, price $4.50.

No. 1939: Size 53 x 7} inches; same binding and con-
;enu as 1919, only larger print and larger book ; price
4.00.

No. 1959 : Sfame as 1939 but hound in genuine Morocco,
eall lined and - % sewed; price $3.50.

COMPLETE BIBLE STUDENTS COMBINATION

Complete set of the 7 volumes of Studies in the Serip-
tures. cloth binding, $3.70; one year's subscription to the
WATcR TOWER, issued semi-monthly, $1.00; one year's
subscription to the GoLpeEN AGE, issued every other week,
$1.00; one copy of 1. B. S. A. Bible 1919, leatber binding,
red under gold edges. $3.50: when ordered as Bible Stu-
dents Combination, $7.00 postpald.

SPECIAL LIBRARY OFFER
Complete set of 7 volumes of Studies in the Secriptures,
cloth binding, $3.70; one copy of I. B. 8. A. Bible 1918,
leather binding, red under gold edges, $3.00; when ordered
as Special Library Offer, $6.00 postpald.

THE HARP BIBLE STUDY COURSE .
The more limited your time, the more will this course
prove its worth. This brief, yet comprehcnsive course im
Bible study sets forth the ten fundarentals of the Bible

Thix course uses as its text book “The Harp of God,”
a work of 0754 pages. A weekly readinz axxizuament is
mailed, allotinz an hour’s reading for Sundays, A ~eif-
quiz card asks tweriy questions on what- hax been rel,
The course can be rompleted in 13 weeks. The Harp
Bible Study Course complete. 6Re.

HARP BIBLE STUDENTS COMBINATI!ON

Complete Harp Bible Study Course, cjoth binding, porket
edition, GRc:; one year's subscription. to the GoLpEN MuF,
issued every other wcek, $1.00: one enpy of 1. B. S. A, Ilible
1918, leather bindinz. red under gold edges, $3.00; when
orcll;rod as Harp Bible Students Combination, $4.30 post-
paid.

SPECIAL COMBINATION OFFER

Copy of the Finished Mystery., cloth binding, 808e. ropy
of Millions Now Living Will Never Die. paner binding, 25¢;
copy of Cap the Living Talk with the Dead? paper bind-
ing, 25¢; when order as Special Combination, 78¢, postpaid.

International Lible Students Association,
18 Concord Street, Brooklyn, N. Y, U. 8. A,
Gentlemen :
Please forward to address below the Xmas Com-

bination checked. I emclose

.....Complete Bidbie Students Combination......................5§7.00
...... Special Library Offer $8.00
—...The Harp Bible Study Cour 88¢

.....The Harp Bible Studeots Combination......ccecoee.... $4.30

ISUROUT— {.

——.8pecial Combination Offer............
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A Gift Received Unexpectedly

As is wont to happen, some friend may send vou a Christmas remem-
brance, some one omitted from your Christmas list.

But eleventh-hour purchases leave you to choose from the bargain
counter, generally the left-overs and passed-up articles of the shoppers.

An exchange of presents that would speak of your regard would be a
gift that would seem of itself to hold the spirit of esteem.

Books serve as a fitting remembrance; for there is always the fresh-
ness of being new in books. They seem to allow the serutiny that esteems
a gift as the sentiment of the giver, an expression of another’s regard.

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, and The Harp BisLe StUupY Course, eight
topically arranged Bible Study Books dealing, as they do, with the
bearing the Bible has upon our life of today, will convey to another the
individual sentiment and regard of the holiday season. v

STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES are not a preachment on conduct. They aim
to acquaint one with the meaning of our troublous times and to hold
forth “peace on earth” as the aftermath of the world’s perplexity and
trouble. Their viewpoint is forward-looking.

The IIsrp Brsrs Stupy Course, consisting of textbook, reading assign-
ments and self-quiz cards, provides a preparatory résumé of STUDIES
I~ THE SCRIPTURES assisting by outlining the comprehensive field of the

Bible Study Library.

Sreores 15 THE Scruprures and The Hare Bisre Stupy Course complete,
delivered $2.80.

By telegraphing your order to Brooklyn you may have a set of the
cight volumes delivered to the home of vour friend with your greetings.
L. B.S. A. organizations in over fifteen hundred cities assure delivery

of vour remembrance as late as Christmas Day.

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn, N. Y.
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for Xmas Gifts
Of reasonable cost, STUDIES 1N THE SCRIPTURES possess that distinet literary v

achievement of books of good reading.

The distinctiveness that marks their possession is by reason of their con-
tents rather than their cost.

ONE-HALF ACIUAL SIZE

The seven volumes of STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES are bound in maroon cloth, gold stamped, size
5x73j3 inches. .

“The Harp of God” offers a rcading course, allots an hour’s reading weekly, and self-quiz cards
assist in the use of the books. A card mailed weekly for twelve wecks assures the use of your gift.

This library of eight volumes containing over 4,000 pages, mailed $2.85,

INTERNATIONAL Biprk STUDENTS ASSOCIATION. Brooklyn, New York
Genflomeir: Plense forward the Library of eight volumes of Eible Study books, for which I encloge

S2.583, payment for the complete set.
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About Santa Claus By Gerald Barry

HE name “Santa Claus” is an American cor-
4 ruption of the Dutech form “San Nieolaas”
(St. Nicholas), whose festival used to be ob-
served on December 6th. From early times
feasts were held in this saint’s honor in Eng-
land and Germany, though subsequently they
became confounded with the Christmas festivi-
ties. As many are not aware of the origin of
the custom the following extract from the “En-
cyclopzdia Britannica” may be of interest:

“Nicholas, St., bishop of Mpyra, in Lycia, a saint
honored by the Greeks and the Latins on the sixth of
December. His cult is as celebrated as his history is
obscure. All the accounts that have come down to us
are of a purely legendary character, and it is impossible
to find any single incident confirmed historically. The
main facts of his life are usually given as follows: He
was bishop of Myra in the time of the emperor Diocle-
tian, was persecuted, tortured for the faith, was kept
in prison until the more tolerant reign of Constantine,
and was present at the council of Nicea. It should be
observed that this last circumstance is ignored by all
the historians, and that St. Athanasius, who knew all
the notable bishops of the period, never mentions Nicho-
las, bishop of Myra. . .

“There are nearly 400 churches in England dedicated
to St. Nicholas. He is the patron saint of Russia; the
special protector of children, scholars, merchants, and
sailorg, and is invoked by travellers against robbers. . . .
A legend of his surreptitious bestowal of dowries upon
the three daughters of an impoverished citizen who, un-

_able to procure fit marriages for them, was on the point
 of giving them up to a life of shame, is said to have

originated the old custom of giving presents in secret
on the Hve of St. Nicholas, subsequently transferred to
Christmas Day. Hence the association of Christmas
with ‘Santa Claus’ an American corruption of the
Dutch form ‘San Nicolaas,’ the custom being brought
to America by the early Dutch colonists.”—“Encyelo-
pxdia Britannica,” Vol, 19, page 648.

The question may be asked: Is it wise to en-

-bound to discourage everything akin to false-

_dear Son, who was born into the world as the

courage the “Santa Claus” custom, or sﬁozﬂd
children be told the plain facts of the matter

To those who love honesty and truth, thers,
is but one answer to this question: Such are

hood and deception. It would be better every-
way to point children and all to the real spirit
of Christmas — that it celebrates in a general
way the great gift which God provided for the
salvation of our race; namely, the gift of God’s™

Babe of Bethlehem. (Luke 2:10-12). On this
point Pastor Russell has well said: '
“Although we cannot agree that this(December 25th)
is the proper day for celebrating the birth of our dear
Redeemer, but must insist that it was about October 1st,
nevertheless since he did not intimate his desire that we
should celebrate his birthday it is quite immaterial upon
what day that event, of so great importance to all, is
celebrated. Upon this day, so generally celebrated, we
may properly enough join with all whose hearts are in
the attitude of love and appreciation toward God and
toward the Savior. The habit of giving little remem- .-
brances one to another at this time of year seems to us -
especially’ appropriate. God is the great giver of every
good and perfect gift. He is continually giving and we
are continually receiving from Him; but amongst all
His gifts the one of greatest importance to us is-the
gift of His Son to be our Redeemer. While, therefore,
thanking the Lord for this great gift and for the great
plan which centered in it, it is appropriate that we
cultivate in our hearts the spirit of liberality, generosity;
...according to our conditions and circumstances.. ..
We recommend that every little gift on this occasion
should, as far as possible, represent or be accompanied
by some little remembrancer of the great gift—some-~
thing to draw the mind of the recipient to the fact that.
the great gift of God in Christ is and ghould be im the -
minds of all who give or who receive the trifling ex-
changes of the season.”—Watch Tower, 1903, page 457..

Rewriting Earth’s Literature By E.J. Willits

I CERTAINLY do enjoy reading your fear-
less exposures of the errors that prevail in
all the walks of life, particularly among what
the world calls “the higher ups”—big business,

big . politicians (miscalled statesmen) and big-

ecclesiastics. What a herculean task it will be in
the Golden Age to rid this old earth of all the
taints of sin that have become so deeply im-

‘bedded in every fibre of the present social fa-
brie!
' 628

Take the matter of the world’s literature: I°
have often wondered whether it will all be de- .
stroved and a completely new literature writ- -
ten, leaving the dead past to bury its dead; or
whether it will be “revised” in accordance with -
the truth. I can imagine the chagrin of the poet
Longfellow, for instance, when upon his awak-
ening from the sleep-of death, he learns-that
the world has been ‘turned te a pure language;y
the message of truth; and.:perceives: that be,:




Drcrvser ¢, 1922

'

violation of the just and loving laws of his
Creator—was not proper. David’s love for the
Hittite’s wife, which prompted him to place
Uriah in the forefront of battle that he might
be slain and that the king might have his wife
was not proper. Aphroditean love, which we
see manifested about us today, is not proper.

The eyes of the present generation are soon
to be opened to the impropriety of it all and
to the propriety of God’s love—to its height,
depth, length and breadth. Thus when every
individual becomes a perfect creature, he will
realize the truthfulness of the phrase “love
divine, all love excelling.”

All sincere Christians realize the truthfulness
of this statement even now. I would urge all
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such that they allow not Aphroditean love to
enter into their hearts; that they allow not any-
thing to take the place of God’s superior love,
[Cats may be urged not to run after mice ; but
will they heed!—Ed.]

In the Golden Age now at hand every indi-
vidual who will bend himself into harmony with
God’s righteous laws will become more attrac.
tive and beautiful than the statue of Aphrodite.
Then it is that admiration for this statue will
be torn from the hearts of all. Worshipful ad
miration for other individuals will cease. Each
person will be complete in himself. Masculin-
ity and femininity will exist combined as a unit
in each person, instead of in the present un-
satisfactory divided state.

- The Real Character of St.

THE article about Santa Claus by Gerald

Barry in No. 73 of TrE GoLDEN AGE con-
tains the query as to whether we should tell
children the plain facts about Santa Claus. I
say: Yes; and then tell them the story, which
I will relate briefly as best I can.

St. Nicholas was born on December 6th in
the year 300 A. D., and when grown became a
monk in & monastery in a little village. His
parents were very rich. They both died; and
St. Nicholas, being their only child, inherited
all their wealth, which was mostly in gold. There
lived in the village a poor man with his daugh-

Nicholas By Mrs. 1. 8. Marshall

ter. One night St. Nicholas went to this man’s
hut like a thief, but not to steal. He filled the
poor man’s boots with gold and went out. The
next morning when the man got up and was
about to put his boots on, he was surprised to
find them full of gold. That is where the idea
of a Santa Claus came from, and the practice

of children hanging up their stockings at -

Christmas time. St. Nicholas was a helper of
the poor; he did not care for others to know
what he had given; he did not leave a card with
his gift; for it was a gift from the heart. How
noble is the motive of such giving|

Joy Department

I WISH to thank you for the pleasure and
the benefits, and the inspiration I receive
from your magazine. Each issue seems to be
better than the one preceding. May Tuzr
GoLoeN Ace live throughout the Golden Age.
—J. Best FostEr, Ark.

I CONSIDER Tre GoLDEN Ace the most val-
uable paper published today and hope to be
your constant subscriber. This is the age for
the truth, and you should feel blessed that you

are the agency used for its propagation.
Lex H. CLarg, La.

Prices Paid to Farmers By W. C. Miller

UNNING a small farm we have a few

apple trees. Having this season a surplus
of the early variety, on June 25th we made a
consicument of ten barrels, containing eleven
pecks each to a firm of commission merchants
in Louisville, Kentucky.

Shipment sold for...........c0vvevuennnn... 27.50
Expense for barrels...........oo0uuiul. ... 3.00
Expense for freight......................... 5.25
Expense for draying........coovuvuennnnn... .50
Expense for commission.................... . 218

Deduéting all expense we received for our crop $14.00

«®
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on the day before Xmas—

You find that a friend has been overlooked,
: and yet you wish your kind regard for him
to be expressed in a gift other than what
remains on the bargain counter, STUDIES IN
+aE Scrrerures and the Harp Bere StunY
: : ,Course, we believe, will be found to be a
\§ g -fitting and appropriate remembrance.

Proving their usefulness as a reference work interpreting the
puzzling events of the day in the light of prophecy, Stupies 1N
THE SCRIPTURES are never regarded as a set of preachments on
morals or private affairs.

They are a collection of books‘that help to preserve the Christ-
mas spirit of good will throughout the entire year. A fitting
reminder of the esteem of the giver.

The Library containing STupiks v THE Scerprures and the Harr
Bisre Stupy Course can be delivered within a day’s notice iz over
fifteen hundred cities in the United States.

Telegraph your order to Brooklyn, and the Local Branch
will deliver the set to the door of your friend with your
compliments. i

The set of eight cloth-bound books, containing over 4000 i 8 < H ¥ 2
pages—$2.85 delivered.

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn, N.Y.
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|| A Recurrent
3 Remembrancer

“Would ye that this the Yuletide
spirit remained throughout the year?”

Why of course. Furthermore,

Not only would you like to have the Splrlt remain with you,
but you would doubtless like to be able to impart it to your
frze nds in such a way that that Christmasy feeling would
rise up in them every week or two.

g

. Here’'s a Capital wdy:

Even if you do desire to send your closest friends some-
thing of great cost, this need not deter you from adding
such a gift as will be delivered throughout the whole year
——es=ent1ally a new gift every two weeks.

Right there is where we serve:

Coming twice a month The Golden Age will always remind its re-
cipient of the Yuletide spirit you hold for them throughout the
year. It will be a token of your esteem — after all, the valuable
thing of life.

The (viden Age both looks forward and points forward. What on
the surface may cause consternation in life’s affairs, in national
issues, in world crises or in religious disinterest—The Golden Age
always points to the meaning of “those events, and to the sure, the
L foretold results. Its message is the no less hopeful one than that
“millions now living will never die”. ~

Even the ultra optimistic concede that every day will not be bright.
Why not employ The Golden Age as your twice-a-month reminder,
whether as the remembrancer, or as an after-thought in addition to
your more expensive gift?

e If you desire, The Golden Age will mail a letter to your friends for whom you
subscribe, advising them of who sends the subscription and for how long.

\ | THE GOLDEN 10k, Brookiyn, ¥. Y.
Gentlemen : Enclosed please find $2.00 (Canada & Foreign $2.50) for one year’s sub-
scription as Christmmus Remembrance to be sent to
Name e meenteveeeeteeaeabbeaeeat e e naanataans
Address... ...

Your owcn name
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Book Gift Suggestions

THBS DIVINE PLAN OF THR

AGES. OQutlines the divine plan -

revesled 1n the Bible for man's) -
redemption and restitution, ;.152 "

THE TIME IS AT HAND, Anm
examination of Bible Chronol-
ogy and the Bible's history of the
worid. Predicted World War,
1014 384 pages, e __335¢

THY KINGDOM COMB. Pointa
to the prophetic testimony and
chronology of the Bible regard-
ing the time of Christ's Kingdom. THB
338 pages.

THE BATTLE OF ARMAGED- S.
DON. _Covers closing epoch of
Gospel age. Examines causes of .

Contain 700 pages of special
Berean heipa.

Part 1. WATCH TOWER COM-
MENTARY: Textual comments, -
from Genesis to Revelation, with
references to where more
fully discussed in STUDIES
v TaE ScarrTUREs. 481 pages
Part 2. INSTRUCTORS' GUTDR
TEXTS: A topical arrangement
of Bible subjects arranged under
distinct headings.

Part 3. BEREAN TOPICAL IN-
DEX: Alphabetically

indexed by subjects.

Part 4. DIFFICULT. TEXTS
EXPLAINED AND SPURIOUS

LIBRARY OFFER

HARP BIBLB STUDY Course and
38¢ the Seven volumes of STUDIES in the

CRIPTURES. $285.

1. B. 8. A BIBLES.
PASSAGES NOTED: List of var-
ious interpolatiens and passages
of the Scriptures not in the old-
est Greek Mss,

No. 1018: price $3, postage pres

paid. Size 4%” x 6%”. Red

under Gold edges, divinity cir
cuit. Good black grained sheep-
skin binding.

No. 1919: price $3.50, postage pre-

paid. The same Bible with the

addition of Bagiter’s Helps, Con-
cordances, etc.

No. 1928 price $4.50, postage pro-

paid. This is the same book ex-

actly as No. 1918, except bound
in genuine Morocco, leather lined.

No. 1938 : price $4.00, postage pre-

paid. Same binding and contents

as No. 1919, only larger print; a

u:;n: larger book. Bize 514”7 X

7 . .

No. 1959 : price $5.50, postage pre-
id. Same as No. 1939, except
und in genuine Morocco, calf

lined and silk sewed. Order by

number; patent thumb index, 50¢
extra, . -

friction, discontent, and trouble
of our day. 667 paAgeS—— 40

ATONEMENT BETWEEN GOD
AND MAN. The keynote s the
ransom price. From this doc
trine all others radiate.

637 pagen
THE NEW CREATION.
plles the Scriptural rules and
laws of management of the
church and the Christian bome
747 pages 40¢

THE FINISHED MYSTERY.
An examination of the books of
Revelation and Ezekiel, Sug-
gests probable fulfilment of proph-
acien. -610 pages, o 408

omge of the Bible Teachings, es-
pecially adapted for Bible Study
Classes, Dividing into tem basie
teachings. vis:

1. Creation. 2. Justice Manifested.
8. Abrohamic Promise. 4 Birth of

" Jesus. 5. The Ransom. & Resur-

rection. 7. Mystery Revealed
8. Our Lord’s Return. 9. Glorifica-
tion of the Church. 10, Restora-
tion. It supplies the student with

a well grounded knowledge of the -

Scriptures. Paraugraphs are num-
bered consecutively, and ques-
tions are supplied at the end of
each chapter.

Come’

- 3.
' DAILY
HBEAVENLY

MANNA

X and Birth-

- day Record,
343,000 editlon, 400 pages. Cloth binding,
63c. Lesther binding $2.00. A text is selected
for each day of the year, and an appropriate
explanatory comment followa Comments are
brief and pithy, averaging approximately
fourteeq lines each.

SCENARIO OF THE PHOTO-
DRAMA OF CREATION. 366
illustrations. 192 pages. Paper
binding, 83¢. Cloth binding, 85¢.
De Luxe $1.25. Harmonizes
Science, History and Philosophy
with the Bible. A non-technicalex-
planatien of the planetary system.
Traces the steps of civilization
during the past 6,000 years. The
division of races. DUxplains the
destruction of Sodom from nat-
ural causes. Present-day inven-
tions.

N. Y.

THE WAY TO PARA-
DISH. 50,000 edition,
258 pages, illustrated,
cloth binding, 65 centa.
Written for children be-
tween the ages of T to
16. It is a textbook for
the study of the Bible,
rather than a story book.
The compilation had in
view the placing of God's
pian for man within the
comprehension of child-
rem.

International Bible Students Association
Brooklyn,

N
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RELIGION AND PHILOSOPHY o

. Universal Peace

" “On earth peace, good will toward men.”—Luke 2:14.

CHRISTMAS is regarded by many people as
the date of the birth of the babe Jesusina
manger at Bethlehem. Whether or not the date
is correct is of small importance, but the event
was and is of the greatest importanct.

" Bethlehem is situated on an elevation over-
looking a deep ravine, beyond which.are fields
where shepherds graze their flocks. Beautiful
for location is this historic spot, particularly
attractive to one of poetic mind and deep rever-
ential heart, and doubly so since the great
events, recorded in Holy Writ, which therc
transpired nearly nineteen centuries ago. From
the surrounding hills of Judza the shepherds
had brought their sheep to the field opposite
Betlilehemn and corralled them there for the
night. While the others slept, one or more of
the shepherds kept vigil over the flocks, waiting

for the dawn of day. The atmosphere of Judea’

is exceedingly rarified, and the stars shine forth
with unusual beauty and brilliancy, and thus
the glory of the night is enhanced. -

Without doubt these lowly herders of sheep

were men of great reverence for God, men who
trusted in his promises made to their father
Abrahain and hence were expecting the coming
of Messiah. And for theéir faithfulness Jehoveh
rewarded them with a wonderful vision. While
these humble watchers were gazing into the
starlit heavens and meditating upon the majesty
and expressed wisdom of Jekovah, there sud-
denly appeared unto them & star of remarkable

hrilliancy, standing over against Bethlehem, -
¢.  vige called the city of David. Simultan--

eou!s the angel of the Lord, the heavenly mes-
senger. appeared unto them, and the light of

- the glory of the Lord shone round about them.

Then the shepherds were sore afraid. What
man of -reverential mind would not have been
awe-struck at such a marvelous manifestation!

To calm their fears, the heavenly messenger
sweetly said to these humble men of the fields;
“Fear not: for, behold, I bring you good tidings

. of great joy, which shall be to all pepple.” For

unto you is born this day in the city of David a

lj-,'which is Christ the Lord. And this shall

be a sign unto you; Ye shall ﬁnd the babe
wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a
manger.” (Luke 2:10-12) Awed by this vision
and thrilled with their cnvironment, the shep-
herds in wonder and amazement stood speech-
less before the heavenly messenger. Then sud-
denly there appeared with this angel a whole
multitude of the heavenly host, angels bright and
fair; and in cclebration of this marvelous event
of the ages they josfully sang together an
anthem of praise to Jehovah, “Glory to God in
the h1ghe=t and on earth peace, good will
toward men”,

Long centuries and the burdens of earthly
cares have cffaced or hidden this glorious
vision from the minds of most men who call
themselves Christians; and today these words
announcing universal peacc to those of worldly
mind sound as but a hollow mockery. Nearly
nineteen centuries have come and gone since
that heavenlv messenger announced the birth
of Jesus and brought a message of good tidings;
and after these long years of laborious effort
on the part of some men to establish ideal con-
ditions, with dismay they witness the whole
wvorld rocked from center to circumference and
&ll kindreds and peoples engaged in the strife of
tongues, tumult, distress and war. Now the
great mass of so-called Christendom is trnstmg
ir the god of forece and violence rather than in
—.hc God of peace and love. Millions of earth’s
babitants, including those who pose as teachers
and preachers of the Gospel, have turned 16
infidelity, disregarding the Word of God, and
advise, counsel and engage in. strife and
violence. Alas! their faith in God and in bis
precious promises is gone.

How different with those who tm]y love the
Lord and who gtudy to show themselves approv-
ed unto God! Their diligent and prayerful
search to know the meaning of these events
past and present the Lord has been pleased to
reward with a clear vision; and now they are
privileged to mark the majestic onward tread
of Jehovah in the unfolding of his marvelous
plan. And thus understanding, their hearts are
filled with joy; and the sweet message of that
aeqvenly host resdunds through the eorridors
of the nge, calling attention to the momentouns
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events that are transpiring and the even greater

- ones inmmediately to follow. Not only do they

rejoice in their own hearts, but it is the privilege
of such true followers of the Master with con-
fidence to say to the bewildered and frightened
of nominal Christendom: “Behold, thy God
reieneth”, A "
And now we invite all sober-minded peoples

of carth—Christian and infidel, Jew and Gen-.

tile, bond and free—to come with us while we
togcther briefly review this beautiful Christmas
story, and ascertainits meaningand significance

. to the groaning people of all the nations of

earth. Iis message of comfort is intended for
all; for the angel of the Lord said: “Behold, I
bring you good tidings of great joy, which
ghall be to all people”. The time is now due

. for the world to begin to understand the real

meaning of what occurred on that memorable
morning in Bethlehem; and those who do under-
stand and avail themselves of such knowledge
will be greatly blessed and ecomforted in heart,
mind and body. .

Why should-the habe Jesus be born at allf
Why mark his birth with such ceremony and
Joyful cxpression by the heavenly host? The
answer is the old, old story, which grows
sweeter the oftener told; and never so sweet as
now, because the time is here for its appreci-
ation by man. C _

" Four thousand years before the staging of
this drama in the hills of Judea, Jchovah had
created a perfect pair—Adam and Eve—and
provided them with a perfect home 'in Eden.
He had endowed them with power and authority
to bring forth children, to fill the earth and to
control it and to make the entire earth as a
garden, a glorious spot, a fit habitation for a

. happy and perfect race of people. To this first

pair . the Lord granted the privilege of life
everlasting in a state of human blessedness,
conditioned, however, upon a faithful obedience
to 4is law. The wife, deceived by Satan into
a violation of the divine law, in turn induced

" her husband to take the step of disobedience
~ wiifully rather than be separated from her.

The result of this transgression was an infliction
of the penalty of the law, which penalty is
described in the Genesis account {chapter 3) as
a dying condition until death was fully accom-
plished, a return to the dust whence the Lord
had taken the elements to make man.
Having judicially determined that the perfect

man should die becaunse of his disobedience tn
the law, Jehovah chose, as a means of enforcing
this judgment, to compel man to live outside of
the perfect Eden and to feed upon the poisonous
elements of the earth until complete death
would ensue. Hence he drove the two out of
Eden and set a flaming sword at the garden’s
entrance, lest Adam might return and partake
of the tree of life. For 930 years Adam battled
with the clements of the earth, daily succumbing,
until at the end of that time he was dead.
The secret of all the suffering, sorrow, sickness
and death of humankind from then until now
lies in what occurred in Eden and following.
While in Eden the perfect man did not exereise
his power to beget children; and heure the
perfect pair never brought forth children. Tt
was only after undergoing the legal sentence of
death, and after they had imbibed the poisonous
elements of earth’s vegetation, that this pair
cohabited and children resulted. It is reason-
able, therefore, to see that this condemnation
fell npon the offspring; and that the father,
now imperfect, could not beget a perfect child;
hence the offspring of Adam would be an im-
perfect one. TFor this reason the Psalmist
wrote: “Behold, I was shapen in iniquity and
in sin did my mother conceive me”. (Psalm 51:
5) And for the same reason the inspired witness
said, “As by one man sin entered into the world,
and death by sin; so death passed [by inherit-
ance] upon- all men, for that all have sinned”.
(Romans 5:12) The ultimate ‘result of the
operation of the divine law of necessity would
have meant the complete extinction of the
human race. Today, instead of men living 930
vears, the average life is much less than one-
tenth as long.: _
God foreknew thé¢ course that man would
take; and before the foundation of the world he
“outlined a plan for human redemption -and

blessing. Nearly two thousand years after the -

humankind had wandered in the earth in sorrow
and distress, Jehovah spoke to his servant
Abraham, likewise an imperfect man, but one
who exercised great faith in God, and to him
made promise that through his seed all the
families, nations, kindreds and peoples of earth
should have a blessing. (Genesis 12:2, 3; 22:
18; Galatians 3:16) Later, God organized the
descendants of Abrabam into a nation under

- the name of Israel, and with that nation and
people made a law covenant and from time to

il e
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time reiterated his promise to bring a blessing
o the nations of carth through the seed -of
Abraham. The Israelites verily believed that
this promiscd seed was an earthly sced. The
promise at one time was confined to the house
of David; and when David ascended the throne
the Jews thought that the time had come for
the blessing of mankind. ‘The prophets, how-
ever, foretold the coming of another and great-
er one; and at the time of Jesus’ birth all

‘thoughtful people of Israel were looking for

the coming of the Messiah. God through his
prophet had foretold that Messiah would be

_ born in Bethlehem of Judra.—Matthew 2:5,6.

Here we emphasize one thing prominent in
the message brought by the angel; namely, the
word all. It will be marked in the examination
of this and other Scriptures relating to’ the
redemption of man that God had promised to
bless all the families of the carth, and that at
the birth of Jesus the angel announced: that

this is glad tidings which shall be brought to all

" people.
- that such

It is not the thought of the Scriptures
a message would be brought to all at
the same time; but that in God’s due time every
one of the human race would hear this message
of glad tidings and would each have the oppor-
tunity of availing himself of the benefit of it

The race was justly condemned to death be-
causc of disobedience to the law of God; and
this judgment could not be sct aside or reversed
for the reason that God is unchangeable. His
Jaws arc fixed. However, such a judgment eould
be satisfied by the demands of the law being
met. In due course of time God made promise
fo the house of Israel, his rpecidlly chosen
people, that a provision for releasing mankind
from death and :
would be made. “T ‘will ransom them from the
power of {he grave; I will redeem them from
death: O death, I will be thy plagues; O grave,
I will be thy destruction.”—Hosea 13:14.

The word ransom means a price exactly
corresponding. A perfeect man had violated
God's law, and death resulied. Therefore tlic
_ ransom or
corresponding price for mankind would be the
life of another perfect man, exactly equivalent
to Adam while in Eden. In other words, the

. _redemption and deliverance of the human race

fror="death, and its restoration to human per-

" fection and happiness, must entirely depend

wupon the voluntary submission to.death of a

the effects of this judgment.

perfect human being —nothing more and
nothing less. -
At once, then, we see that none of Adam’s
stock could meet this requirement of the law and
redecem the human race because all were in-
perfeet, having descended from Adam. And -
this thought is expressed by the Psalmist, who
says, “None of them can by any means redeem
his brother nor give to God a_ransom for him”.
(Psalm 49:7) Any child begotten by a member
of the Adamic stock wounld necessarily be im-
perfect; hence ¢he account concerning the con-
ception of Mary and the birth of the babe Jesus-
chows that she conceived by the power.of the
holy Spirit. (Matthew 1:18-25) Therefore
Jesus was begotten not by man, but born of a
woman, and when born he was “holy, harmless,
indefiled and separate from sinners”. (Hebrews
7:26) When he grew to manhood’s estate he
+was the cxact counterpart of Adam prior to his
disobedicnce. Not until we understand these
things can we understand why there was &0
much joy in heaven among the angelic host at
the birth of Jesus. The heavenly beings bad
been observing for four thousand years ‘the
downward course of mankind. They had seen
the great degradation and sorrow that sin had
inflicted npon the human family, and now they
perecived that Jehovah was making provision
for ihe redemption and blessing and uplifting
of all men. _
Phat which man prizes above -everything
else is life; for without life nothing else can be
enjoved. The whole human race, being under
the condemnation of death, ultimately must die.
Why, then, did Jesus come to earth? ‘Why was™
he born? He answers; “That the people might
have life and have it more abundantly”. (John
10:10)° He “was made flesh and dwelt among
us”. (John 1:14) “Forasmuch as the children
are partakers of fleeh and blood, he also himself
likewise parteok of the same.” (Hebrews 2:14)
“We sec Jesus, who was made a little lower
fhan the angels [namely, a human being] for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and.
homor; that he by the grace of God should taste
death for every man.” (Hebrews 2:9) Jesus
himself declared that he laid down his life for
the sheep. (John 10:11, 13, 16) Here he uses
the word sheep to illustrate. those who are
willing and obedient to the will of God, that
thiey shall receive the benefit of his sacrifice.
" And this opportunity must come to all, as
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St. Paul states: “For this is good and accept-
2ble in the sight of God our Savior, who will
have all men to be saved and to come unto the
knowlcdge of the truth. For there is one God,
and one mediator between God and mien, the
man Christ Jesus; who gave himself a ransom
for all, to be testified [to @ll] in due time.”
(1 Timothy 2:3-G) Here again it is observed
that it is God’s will {hat all men shall be saved
irom the condemnation of death and thereafter
brought to a knowledge of God’s provision for
them, which knowledge opens {0 them the op-
portunity of accepting the benefits of the ran-
- som sacrifice. Hence, says the Apostle, thesc
facts must be testified to all men in God's due
time. As this teslimony comes to men at

different 1imes and they understand it, they .

rejoice in it because to them it is good tidings,
good news of a better thing for them—an op-
portunity for life. : '

Why, then, if Jesus died on the cross nearly
ninetecn éenturies ago, should the human race
continue {o suffer? The Secriptural answer is
clear. The promise to Abraham was that in
his secd should {he blessing come to mankind;
and this seed must first be fully devcloped
before the benefit of the ransom sacrifice can
be extended to sll. It is important, therefore,
fo percecive what constitutes the seed and kow
it is developed. The Scriptural proof is that
this sced is the Christ, the Messiah, composed
of Jesus, the Head, and the church, meaning
the called-out class which constitute the mem-
bers of the body of the Meseiah class. l{ence St.
Paul argues: “As many of von as have been
baptized into Christ have put on Christ... And
if ye be Christ’s, ther fare ye Abraham’s seed,
and heirs according to the promise”.—Galatians
3:27,29. - -

" It has pleased the heavenly Father to devote

the period of time elapsing from the resurrec-

tion of Jesus until the setting up of his kingdom
to the work of selecting those who would be
willing followers of the Master, and who would
prove their faithfulness and loyalty to him even
unto death, and to whom he would grant the
privilege of joint-heirghip with Christ'Jesus in
his kingdom. (Romans 8:16, 17; 2 Timothy 2:
11,12) The selection of this class has been from
among those who have voluntarily consecrated
their lives to the Lord. Not every one who says,
“Lord, Lord”, will be of that class, but only
those who ‘enter into a covenant with God by

—

sacrifice and continue thus faithful unto death. - . ’

Theee are promised a part in the first resurrec-
tion and an association with Christ Jesus as
members of the royal priesthood. Therefore we
can understand the words of the Master when
Le said that only a little flock (comparatively

specking) of mankind would have this blessing. N L

—Luke 12:32.. = -
The purposes of the Lord in this regard are

ascertained from the words of the Apostle:

“God at the first did visit the Gentiles to take
out of them a people for his rame. .And to
this agree the words of the propbets; as it is
writien, After this I will retarn, and I will
build again the tabernaele of David, which is
fallen down; and I will build again the ruins
thereof, and I will set it up; that the residue
of men might seek after the Lord, and all the
Gentiles, upon whom my name is called.”
—Acts 15:14-17.

Jesus taught his disciples, and through them
the church has been tanght, that after he had
ascended on high he would return in course of
time and gather unto himself the saints, and
then would establish his kingdom for the pur-
pose of blessing mankind. . All Christian people
bave looked forward to the second coming of
the Lord, and to the end of the wicked order of
things and the establishment of a new and
righteous order. This same thought was in the
mind of the disciples when they approached

Jesus just before his crucifixion and propound-

ed to him the direct question: “Tell us when
these things shall be, and what shall be the
procf of thy coming and the end of the world ¢’
—Matthew 24:3. o -

The Lord Jesus answered their question, and
the enswer is recorded in the twenty-fourth

chapter of Matthew and the twenty-first chapter

of Luke. He describes the great stress and
trouble that is now upon the human race.
Among other things he said that there would
be a great world war in which nation would rise
against nation, to be accompanied by famine,
pestilence and reveolutions and a time of trouble

such as never was before; and all mankind are

witnessing the folfillment of this prophecy at
this very time. Again he said in answer to the
same question that therc wounld be “upon the
earth distress of nations, with perplexity; the

-sea and the waves [restless humanity] roaring;
men’s hearts failing ther for fear, and for look- .
ing after thosc things which are coming on the -
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earth: for the powers of heaven [ecclesiastical
syvstems] shall be shaken”. (Luke 21:25, 26)
All the trouble that has afflicted the nations
since the fall of 1914 has been clearly in fulfill.
ment of the prophetic ntterance of the Lord.
To the Ckristian this means (and soon all the
world will learn to know that this is the mean-
ing) that the kingdom of the Lord is at hand,
that Christ is present, that he is tearing away
the old order of things preparatory to establish-
ing a kingdom of righteousness and peace which
shall constitute “the desire of all nations”. “I

" will shake all nations, and the desire of all

nations shall come”.—Haggai 2:7.

The wars, famine, pestilence, revolutions and
like disturbances that so much-distress human-
kind dg not constitute any part of the glad
tidings. No one rejoices in this suffering and
trouble; but the Christian rejoices that these
troublesome times are the proof foretold by the
Lord that would precede the establishment of
his kingdom of righteousness which would
bring blessings to all the groaning creation.
The message that has been preached to the

people for long centuries, and is yet being.

preached by many, to the effect that it is the
Lord’s purpose to save a few in heaven and to
consign all the residue of mankind to a con-
dition of endless torture, contains no glad tid-
ings to any one of an honest heart. Surely it
could be no real joy to any person to be con-
vinced that he would spend eternity in heavenly
bliss while at the same time some one near and
‘dear to him would be spending eternity in
torture. Such a doctrine is not taught by the
Word of God, but is the result of a distorted
interpretation of the Secriptures.

The divine program, which has been develop-
ing progressivcly for many cer furies, has now

= about resci:>:. :he point of time for the world

of mankina i5 begin to understand and ap-
preciate gome nf the lengths and breadths and
heights and d~pths of the love of God. His
inspired witness wrote: “Times of refreshing

shall come from the presence of Jehovah; for

hie will send Jesus, who before was preached
unto you, whom the heavens must retain until
the times of restitution of all things, which God

hath spoken by the mouth of all his holy .

prophets since the world began”.—Acts 3:19-21.

The word refreshing here suggests the
thought of something that makes one happy
after a long experience with that which is con-

trary to happiness. The autumn season marks
the dying and falling of the leaves, the trees
appeer bare, and the wind moans and sighs
through their branches. Then follows the long,
derk, cold winter, picturing in-a measure the
long night of suffering and death that has
afflicted the buman race. In the spring season
ihe warm, gentle rays of the sun, falling upon
the earth, cause the grass to spring forth, the
trees to bud and leaf, followed by the blossoms
and the fruit, the singing of the birds arnd the .
rejoicing of all nature because of the reviving,
or coming again to life, of that which was dead.'
Seemingly the Apostle had such a picture in his
mind when he said that times of refreshing
would come at the establishment of Messiah’s
kingdom because it would mean the restoration -
of that which father Adam lost for himself and .
all of his offspring, namely, life and all the
sweetness incident thereto. The perfect man
Jesus, having laid down his life and thereby
providing the purchase price for the human
race, now returns for the purpose of minister-
ing to mankind by giving to him the very thing

that he has long desired.

Long ago the Apostle saw this and wrote:
“He [God] hath appointed a day, in which he
will judge the world in righteousness by that man
[Christ Jesus] whom he hath ordained; where-
of he hath given assurance unto all men in
that he hath raised him from the dead”. (Acts
17:31) The assurance here then is to every man
that has lived on the earth that he must have
a fair and impartial trial in a time of righteous-
ness, which trial is for the purpose of giving
him an opportunity to render himself in obedi-
ence to the law of God and live. It means thdt
millions who have gone into death will retnrn
again; for “there shall be a resurrection of
the dead, both of the just and the unjust.” (Acts
24:15) The great Master himself assures us
that all in their graves shall hear his voice and
awaken to the resurrection by judgments, i. e.,
a time of trial and opportunity for life and its
blessings.—John 5:28,29. - .

The work of reconstructing the human race
will devolve upon the great Messiah, and that
great work will begin as soon as the present
trouble upon the earth has ended; for Jesus
assures us that there never will be another time
like it. (Matthew (24:21) Then, under his
righteous reign, every one will have a chance ’
of hearing the sayings of Jesus and then will
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apply his words, “Verily I say unto you, If
- a man keep my saying he shall never sce death.”
That Scripture, like all other savings of the
Master, must have its time for fulfillment;
and no one could keep his sayings until first
they heard themn. The millions in death conld
not hear until awakened oat of death, and the
millions now on earth could not hear until God's
due time and until they are told. That due time
is about at hand.

Will that be a time, then,.of rcjoicing and
gladness? The Lord through the prophet gives
us a vision of that great time of blessing, say-
ing, “The wilderness and t{he solitary place
thall be glad for them and the desert shall
rejoice, and blossom as the rose,” thus pictur-
ing how the carth itself shall begin to vield that
which is necessirv for the sustenance of
mankind and permit him 4o enjoy the fruits
of his labors without the intervention and
oppression of the profiteers. “It shall blossom
abundantly, and rejoice even with joy and
singing: the glory of Lebanon shall be given
nnto it, the excellency of Carmecl and Sharon,
they shall see the giory of the Lord, and the
excelleney of our God.”

Before the coming .of that glorious day,
however, the prophet infers that the people
would become very much discouraged and
without strength. He pictures them as tremb-
ling in their knees and hanging down their
hands, and for their encouragement says:
“Strengthen ye the weak hands, and confirm
the fecble knees. Say to them that are of a
fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold,
your God will eome with vengeance, even God
with a recompence; he will come and save vou.”
St. Paul tells us that the whole world aside
from Christians are blind, and blinded by the

adversary. Many people are actually blind,

while practically all are blind concerning @
vision of God’s plan.

The prophet then pictures the blessings
during the reconstruction, saying, “Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears
oi the deaf shall be unstopped. Then shall the
lame man leap as an hart, and the tongue of the
dumb sing: for in the wilderness shall waters
break out, and streams in the desert.”

Then the prophet describes a way opened
for the human race to journey back to the
perfection of life, of body and mind, contin-

uing: “And an highway shall be there, and a

way, and it shall be called The way of holiness:
the unclean shall not pass over it; but it shall
be for those: the wavfaring men, though fools,
shall not err therein”. This highway is the

Messizh, who is given as a mediator between

God and man, to lead man back to the state of
perfection; .and the wa)y to pass over it will
be by rendering themselves in obedience to the
law of thc Messiah. It shall be a holy, a
righteous way. No person shall be permitted
to progress in wickedness, in profiteering, in
oppression, in kecping the people in ignorance
or lilching their pockets under the pretense of
preaching the Gospel or anythisg else; but its
object shall he the cleansing anc-blessing of the
people, and it shall be so clear and plain that
every man can understand it. “No lion shall be
there”; that is to say, no monstrous beast, such
as czars, beastly governments, oppressing cor-
porations, or ecclesiastical, political or financial
svsiems. “Nor any ravenous beast [government
of oppressive violence] shall go up thereon, it
shall not be found there; but the redeemed shall
wall: therce.,” The earth and everthing in it shall

be made conducive to the uplifting and blessing .

of maunkind.

Having in mind; then, that the Apostle
assures us time and again that Jesus ransomed
the entire human race, all of them, the prophet
continues: “And the ransomed of the Lord shall
return {meaning they shall return from the land
of the enemy, from death and from their bond-
age in blindness ‘and ignorance and supersti-

tion], and come to Zion [the Messiah] with--

songs and cverlasting joy upon their heads:
they shall obtain joy and gladness, and sorrow
and sighing shall flee away”. (Isaiah 33)
Indecd then all shall know the truth cf the
message that the angel brought to the shepherds
as they watched their flocks—good tidings of
great joy unto all. ;

Messiah’s kingdom will establish 2 '.ﬁ%grsal'

peace. As the prophet declares, when his king-
dom 1s established, then the nations shall come

-and say, “Let us go up to the mounrain” [king-
dom] of the Lord, and he will teavh us of his’

ways, and we-will walk in his patis. . .-. And
they shall beat their swords intn plowshares,

. and their spears intu pruninghooks: nation shall
not lift up a eword against naticn, neither shall-

they learn war any more. But they shall sit
every man under his vine and under his fig tree;

and none shall inake them afra d”.-Micah 4:14.

6
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To assure such a lasting blessing will require,
of course, nothing short of a perfect ruler.
Then the earth will have such, for “the govern-
ment shall be upon his [Messiah’s] shoulder;
and his name shall be called Wonderful, Coun-
geller, The mighty God, The everlasting Father,
[Life-giver], The Prince of Peace. Of the in-
crease of his government and peace there sh
be no end”.—Isaiah 9:6, 7. .

To the Christian, therefore, who has a clear
vision of the divine plan and who appreciates
the time through which the world is now passing
this should be the happiest Christmas he has
ever spent, because by the eye of faith he can
see the Sun of Righteousness rising with heal-
ing in its beams, driving back the great dark
night of suffering, tumult and trouble, prepar-
atory to the healing, blessing and uplifting of
the human race, back to the perfection of life,
liberty and happiness. The incoming of this
glorious time means the beginning of the Golden
Age—a time of rejoicing for all who love
righteousness.

Juvenile Bible Study :

AN'’S highest duty and privilege is to
glorify God. One who loves and obeys the
-great Creator loves and obeys rightcousness,
makes a better citizen and a greater benefactor
to mankind. To love and obey Jehovah one
must know him. How can we know him except
through his Word, and how can we know and
understand his Word unless we are taught?
If it is proper and necessary to send our chil-
dren to the public schools that they there may
be taught concerning the selfish things of this
life, with stronger reasoning is it proper and
necessary that they be taught concerning the
things that have to do with their eternal welfare

and happiness. o .
The Biblical education of children, we believe,
~ has been sadly neglected. Every parent owes a
duty to his own child and a corresponding duty
to every other child to whom ke can render aid.

. In view of the time of great stress now upon

the human race, is it not high time that we take
some positive action toward the instruction of
the children concerning the greatest thing about
_which they should know, the Word of Godt?
‘We believe that all parents, whether Christian
or not, desire to see their children grow up in
righteousness and truth. Becanse of the long-

felt need in behalf of the children, Tex GorpEx -

Ace inaugnrates a children’s Bible study de-
partment. There is no desire or purpose to
teach the doctrines of any sect or system; but
the sole purpose it to instruct the children in
- the Bible. To do so we have arranged this study
in question and answer form,. propounding the
guestions and briefly answering, citing the
Scriptures where the proper Biblical answer
‘may be had. We suggest that the parents pro-
pound these questions to their children and aid

them to locate in the Bible the answer, thus

familiarizing the child (and incidentally the par-
ent) with the texts of the Bible and enabling
them to get some insight into the glorious
character of Jehovah and the Lord Jesus.
We suggest that the child be given one
‘question each day and that in addition to the
answer here given, it be encouraged to ook up
the’ Scriptures -cited and any other Scriptures
that, with the aid of the parent, it might find
bearing on the question. As this is & primary
study, we therefore begin with the sabject
‘ THE BIBLE
1. What is meant by the word Bible?
Answer: A book that contains the Word of
God as expressed to man, and has reference
to all the sixty-six books collectively, contained
in what is commonly accepted as the Holy
Secriptures. ' ' : ‘
2. What ts the Bible?
Answer: It is an expression of God’s will
toward man and an outline of his plan concern-
- ing the human race, given for man’s instruction.
—John 17:17; 2 Corinthians 4:2.
3. Are we invited to study the Bible?
Answer: Yes; Jehovah says to us: “Comie,
‘now, let us reason together” (Isaiah 1:18); and
“Study to show thyself approved unto God”.
—2 Timothy 2:15; John 5:39; Deuteronomy
29:29; Revelation 1:3; 1 Peter 3:15.
4. Should we expect to understand the deep
things in the Bible? ) :
Answer: If we study it with a reverential
and prayerful desire we may understand them.
“The reverence of the Lord is the beginning of

wisdom.” (Proverbs 1:7) The plan of Godisa

secret which he has promised to reveal to those
who reverentially seek to understand it. “The
secret of the Lord is with them that fear him;
and he will show them his plan."—Psalm 25:
. 14; 1 Corinthians 2:10. o
5. Can everybody understand the Bible?
Answer: They could, if everyorme would com-
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~Our Great Creator’s Unspeakable Gift

i _ «Thanks be unto God for his unspeakable gift.”—2 Corinthians 9:15.
' FYHERE is an appropriateness in the general

eustom of giving fokens of love and friendship
grevails wherever the story of Jesus has gone.

urely this is jnst as it should be. While some
may have. been injured by receiving bounties,

but few, if any, have been other than blest in the
..giving of them.

Herein we see corroborated

“our Savior's words, “It is more blessed to give

than to receive”. In proportion as we attain

' Godlikeness, in proportion .as the spirit of
" Christ dwells richly in us, in proportion as we

© ency,

. statement.

possess the holy. spirit, in that same proportion
thall we appreciate more and more onr Lord’s
In our dealings with God it is necessary that
we realize our dependence, our own insuffia-
and His greatness and beneficence; and
that we learn to go to Him as His “dear child-
ren”, to whom He delights to give His favors,
and who receive them and appreciate them with
gratitude of heart. In every sense of the word
we are debtors to God and always shall be. We
can never dispute the obligations under which
His mercy and loving kindness have placed us.
The sooner we realize this fact, the better will
it be for us. Some possessed with a false pride
declare that they ask no favors from ‘God or
man—that they pay their way and wish always
t0-do so. As respects our dealings with our
fellowmen, something of this spirit is praise-
worthy ; but the entire proposition is Inconsist-
ent with our relationship with the Almighty.
As we did not create ourselves, neither can
we maintain our Being, as the Scriptures assert:
«In Him we live and move and have our being”.
(ot "7:9%) This would have been true of us
whether Iniri on dn angelic plane or as perfect
hnman beings; for we could not have created
ourselves, dircetly: or indirectly. Through the
arrangements of His providence in natare, God
was responsible for our birth; and He is the
Provider for His creatures on every plane. The
fact that He canses His sun to shine mpon the
just and the unjust, and sends His rain upon the
evil as well as upon the good, and thus provides
for the world of mankind that in general is in

-~

rebellion against Him and His authority, does’
" not prove that the laws of natare are _autocratic.

Christmas season. The

Rather, as the Scriptures show, these mercies
of God scattered broadcast tell of a provision
on our Creator’s part for the necessities of His
creatures. That He allows these laws to be in-
terfered with at the present time and permits -
adverse conditions upon our race He fully
explains to be because of its sinful, rebellious
attitude, beeanse the sentence, the curse of
death, has been justly pronounced against man-
kind, and because He sees a way by which
present lessons of adversity and tribulation may
‘be made instructive as respects “the exceeding
sinfalness of sin”. : .

“All Taught of God”~
Two of the great lessons for us to learn are
"(1) our complete dependence upon God and (2)

His loving kindness and tender mercies over all
His works. But these lessons can be learned
only from ome standpeint and by one class
Those who view matters from the outside only
will surely misunderstand, misinterpret, many
of the operations of divine providence.

«The secret of the Lord is with them that
reverence him and he will show them his cov-
enant” — His future plans, His agreement.
(Psalm 25:14) In order to see, to understand,
to appreciate them we must accept certain
matters by faith: (1) “that he is"—that there
is an Almighty Creator; (2) “that he is the
rewarder of them that diligently seek him”.
(Hebrews 11:6) Seeking the Lord diligently,
we find in the Bible that which eommends itto
onr hearts as well as to our heads.

But right here we are beset by 2 danger and
- difficulty; for while it is-possible to receive
great assistance from fellow-believers in the
anderstanding of the divine Word, yet there is
much danger of our becoming even more con-
fused by such assistance—by the creeds and

- {heories of men, particularly those handed down

from the dark ages. Whatever, therefore, we
receive from men we must aceept tentatively—
for examination, for proving and testing by the
Word of God. Thus we “try the spirits,” or
doctrines, as the Apostle admonishes. (1 John
4:1) Thus we permit God to be His own inter-
preter and to make the matter plain to us.
Those teachers who refer to the Word of God,
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i .
who point out to us its harmony with itself and

with reason, giving the citations and showing
the relationship betwen test and context—these
' are the teachers who are really helpful. All
b others are apt to be injurious, whether they
a:ldress us orally or in print.
' . .
' “Every Good and Perfect Gift”
Only after we have been for some time in the
. School of Christ can we comprehend the force
of the Apostle’s words, “Every good and perfect
gift is from above”. (James 1: 17) Then we
begin to look about to find some of these good
' and perfect gifts. We soon find many gifts and
" blessings, but very few of them perfect, purely
good. Everything connected with our present
condition is imperfect. Even the sunshine and
the rain, which are common to all God’s crea-
tures, are evidently not furnished under perfect
conditions. Imperfection seems to be written
apon everything we have, as well as upon our-
selves.
The Bible explanation of this state of affairs
i« that, while God’s work is perfect (Deuteron-
omy 32:4), our race today are not really
samples of His workmanship, hut are depraved,
fallen, imperfect through the original sin of
Father Adam and its entailed weaknesses and
blemishes upon his posterity. The good and
perfect gifts of God are to be seen only hy the
eye of faith—only by those whose eyes of under-
standing have been opened to see by faith Jesus,
the great Redeemer. By faith this class see
accomplished in God’s due time His great work
of Redemption, the wiping away of all tears
from off all faces and the re-establishment of

perfect life conditions, such as God has promised.

Those whose eyes of understanding have to
some extent been opened see more and more of

the riches of God’s grace, and appreciate more ,

and more all of His gifts and favors, especially
it ereui vifl) the unspeakable gift, mentioned
in cur texs. s ini thi® gift is the entire Scrip-
tures set forth in various presentations.
these statements one of the most forceful is St.
Paul’s declaration, “The wages of sin is death,
-but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord”.—Romans 6: 23.

i A Gift Not Appreciated
~ False theologies have diverted or taken away
from the Bible statements that eternal life is
the gift of God, and that He will supply it only

Of,

to those in fullest harmony with Himself. False
theologies have taught us that eternal life is a
natural quality—yea, that it is a persistent one,
that not even God Himself can destroy our lives
or being. This erroneous thought has distorted
all our reasonings, and has left the issue as
between an eternal life in torture or an eternal
life in bliss.. But the Scriptures clearly define 2
different issue; namely, as between extinction,
destruction, and a life in harmony with God, a
life which Divine Love and Mercy had provided
for those who are in accord with the Almighty.

Let us hearken to the testimony of our Lord,
the Apostles and the Prophets on this subject,
and see that God is now proffering .the c¢hurch
a gift of eternal life through Jesus Christ our
Lord. Let us note the Seriptural proposition
that if we are willfully, deliberately, intelli-
gently, rejecting this gift it will be withdrawn,
and that the effect upon us will be the second
death, everlasting oblivion, from which God
offers no hope of recovery.

Let us note that this is the general dealing of

" God; and hence that when His time shall come

for dealing with the world of mankind in gen-
eral, during the Millennial age, the offer then
to be made to them will be a similar proposition
of life or death everlasting. Those who will
accept God’s gift upon God’s terms are welcome

to it. He is pleased to give it to them. Those:

who will then reject it shall die the second death.
—Acts 3:22, 23. .

“Through Jesus Christ our Lord,” is the
Apostle’s statement. The gift is not offered to
us by the Father directly, but indirectly
through the Son. To those whose eyes of under-

standing have been opened, the Apostles says, -

“This is the record, that God has given unto us
eternal life; and this life is in His Son. He that
hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the
Son of God nath not life.” (1 John 4:12) Other
Scriptures inform us that this life is merely
reckoned to the church now, and that they will
not get it until they shall experience the change
of the first resurrection, at the second coming
of our Lord. Of these it is written, “Your life
is hid with Christ in God”. (Colossians 3:3)
Thus every suggestion of God’s gift is bound ap
similarly in Christ. Only as we become united
to Him, related to Him, can we have this un-
speakable gift of God. Hence it is not improper
that we should sometimes both think and speak
of Jesds Himself as being
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The Unspeakadle Gift = - ,

Both Jesus and the eternal life which the
Father has provided through Him are unspesak-
able in the sense that it is impossible for as to
p-esent folly to others the richness and the
glory which inhere in both. Who can describe
life eternal on either a spirit plane or as
restored and perfected humanity? 1t is beyond
all the powers of our mental comprehension
- Even the thought of it can only be imperfectly
communicated and ‘imperfectly grasped. It
‘must gradually dawn apon us, grow upon us in

appreciation and comprehension. Similarly the

wealth of grace divine represented in our Lord
Jesus is unspeakable. We cannot tell it; and
'the natural man cannot receive of the things of
\the Spirit of God, neither
inthians 2:14.
| Only those who.are especially favored of God
:an get even the first glimpse of the riches of
God’s grace in Christ. If this glimpse be appre-
~iared, it leads to clearer and still clearer viewss
> all who will appreciate either our Lord
Jesus or the gift of life must be “taught of God”.
(John 6: 54) As-our Redeemer said to St. Peter,
Blessed art thou, Simon Barjona; for flesh and
lood hath not revealed this unto thee, but my

Father in Heaven” (Matthew 16: 17), s0 all who -

{ ould grasp spiritual things must be taught.
1 1l our teaching and preaching eannot overcome
the blindness of the natural fallen mind in
waspect to God’s gift and the chanmel through

hich it comes. - : BRI

Only as the Heavenly Father shall grant His
blessing may fruits to our lahors be expected.
.+ is written, “As many as the Lord your God
Lall call,” and; “No man can come unto me
except the Father who sent me draw him.”
(- .cts 2:39; John 6:44) "Hence we see that our
s *sentaprereciation of divine goodness implies
hree o.lei (., e wivine provision of eternal
1*€3, (2) Christ the channel, and (3) the knowi-
~, 3e by which we are enabled to appreciate both
ne gitt and the channel.

Receiving and Rejecting God’'s Gift
"1.As we look out over the world and perceive

-+ 4000000 in heathen darkness and the re- -

T ining 400,000,000 of nominal Christendom in
‘', dull foggy light of saperstition and ignor-

e, ovr first thought might be that the wotld
'n ~eneral has rejected God’s gift and hence has
‘e led its doom for the second death. Then we

-

know them.—1 Cor--

find relief in the Seriptural assarance that the
present world-wide darkmess is the result of
Adam’s sin and condemnation to death; that,

although Christ has come and offered His sacri- - -

fice for sin, and thus made possible the removal
of the curse and the bringing back of Adam and
all of his race to harmony with God and to the

- possibility of aceepting His gift of eternal life

upon His terms, nevertheless the offer of this
opportunity to the race in general iu still future.

How giad we ure that:in God'¥ dié time all
unstopped, and the superstition and
error all flee away before the: rishi ;of the Sun
Kngdom! . o0t

The few who now see and‘appréeiate God's
gift are indeed, as the Seriptuted déclare, a
“little flock” (Luke 12:32); ned #though gen-

erally disowned by men, and “eouhafed fools for™ .

Christ’s sake,” they are rich ih that they have
become, in advance of the world, #he recipients
of God’s favor by faith.. Even now they may
think of themselves as being possessors of life
eternal—because of their joy and eonfidence in
Him who has promised. :

There is a superlative blessing of eternal life
on the spirit plane, “far above angels, principal-
ities and powers”. Those who attain that bless-
ing -will indeed be “partakers of the divine
nature”™. (2 Peter 1:4; 1 Jobn 3:2) Surely
“eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have

. entered into the heart of man, the things which

God hath prepared for them that love Him”.
(1 Corinthians 2:9) Those who have now ac-
cepted Christ as their Redeemer and their
Bridegroom possess also all the riches of God’s
grace that ceater in Him; and when He shall
appear, they shall be made like Him, sharers in
His glory. “Thanks be unto God for his un-
speakable gift!” - .

Gifts to the Church. .

God’s time has not yet come for giving the
gifts of the Redeemer’s sacrifice to the world.
The distribution to the world of mankind of
those blessings is held in abeyance, waiting for
the glorious .thousand-year day—earth’s jabi-
lee. Meantime God has been preparing for a.
special classof humanity other, gifis; the rich-
ness and value of which “eyo.hafE nst suap mor,
ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of

G

man”,
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God ...~ ~ right to give different gifts to His
differei.: ¢roniures. He has given to the angels
the gifi.. L ssings, which cause their everlast-
;ng hapjuives; and now He is selecting from
‘umongsi wwen by various trials, tests, a very
special cluss—a saintly class, of all nations and
denominations. While He calls all perfect in-
telligent beings (angelic and human) “sons of
God”, He purposes that the saintly ones now
being selected shall be His sons on a still higher
plane, to which Jesus has been exalted as a
reward for His obedience—“far above angels,
principalities and powers and every name that
is named”.

To such of these as respond to the drawings

"and leadings and tests, God is giving special

gifts at the present time—not earthly gifts,
" tangible and seen of men, but spiritual gifts—
new hearts of appreciation, new eyes of under-
standing, new ears of comprehension, new
powers of spiritual enjoyment. To them “old
things are passed away, and all things have
hecome new”’.—2 Corinthians 5:17. " :

-

The Most Helpful Gifis

Give without hoping for gifts in return—
every gift at this season should be a love token.
We value the gift not so much for its monetary
worth as because of the love and fellowship of
which it is a reminder. It is eminently proper
that friends and parents should prepare gifts
for others in secret, and keep them until the
opportune time for presentation. In all this

they are merely copying the Heavenly Father,

- who is thus preparing for the world the wonder-
ful gifts of th= Messianic Kingdom, described
as “a feast of fat things for all people”.

But there are other gifts which should not he
kept  back merely for:Christmas time. KEach
ana and especially each Christian, should every
© aay szea ferib on'life’s pathway gifts and bless-

ings that would bring joy, cheer, to many hearts
—the kind!r ward, the nod of recognition, es-
pecially to one in less favored circumstances,
the kindly look, the word or act of sympathy.
Oh, how much these gifts mean to the poor
world, whom the Apostle Paul describes as the
groaning creation! Many of them have little

- that they know how to enjoy in the present life,
and no prospect bevond. How blank such lives!
What a goiiy pleasure comes from casting upon
them an occasional ray of sunshine!

“More Blessed To Give”

- Ged Himself is fhe great pattern set before
us in His Word. In proportion as we have
received of God’s gift and have appreciated it,
in that same proportion are we privileged to
be so “taught of God” as to become more and
more like Him in spirit, disposition—desirous
of giving—generous. Since man was created
in the image and likeness of God, all men would
bave possessed this generous disposition had it
not been for the fall of Adam; and we find that
the fall has especially blighted some in one par-
ticular and others in another. Hence amongst
“patural men” there are some who orc gener-
ous, and who to that degree have perlaps more
Godlikéness than have some of the children of

_ grace—especially until the latter have been

trained in the School of Christ.
For we are to remember that God’s message

‘and His drawing power affect the less honorable

of mankind. (1 Corinthians 1:26 -29) Thus
opportunity is afforded for the Lord to demon-
strate the power of His grace in the transforma-
tion of character. But so surely as we have

" become God’s children, recipients of His bless-

ing and of the instruction of the School of
Christ, this quality of benevolence will grow in
us; and the more ripe we become as Christians,
the more it will abound in our thoughts, words
and deeds. But any other condition, any failure
to progress, any turning toward greater selfish-
ness, would be sure signs that we are faced in

‘the wrong direction, that we are walking after

the flesh, not after the spirit.

Thousands on thousands in the world are

needy; and those possessed of the Lord’s spirit
will feel an intense desire to give to these. But
here the difficulty arises. What lines shall we
draw! We answer that as comparing spiritual
and temporal gifts we should prefer to give the

higher, the spiritual, wherever we have opportu-.
nity—not forgetting the other, however, as oc-

casion may demand or opportunity offer.
Since the judgment of each will be according

to his light, it follows that many more can ap- -

preciate the privilege of giving earthly bless-
ings, comforts, succor, solace, etc., than ean
understand the still higher privilege of giving
heavenly gifts, blessings, counsel, succor, con-

solatiow,. comfort.  Whoever, thérefore, has -

spiritnal ahility to give further spiritunal favors
should 'rejoice to thus engage in blessing others.
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- Great Joy for All People Coming Soon

(A CHRISTMAS SERMON BY THE LATE PASTOR RUSSELL)

“Behold, I bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be to all people; for unto you is born
this day in the City of Bethlehem a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”— Luke 2:10,11.

Great joy to all people? Did God send that
message by the angels? Can we believe it im-
plicitly? If so, it tells us of the most momentous
change conceivable in human conditions. Of the
. present the poet has truthfully said:

. “Now the world is full of suffering,

Sounds of woe full on my ears,
[izhts of wretchedness and sorrow

Fill my eyes with pitying tears.
*Tis the earth’s dark night of weeping:

Wrong and evil triumph now;

I can wait, for just before me
Beams the morning’s roseate glow.”

This is in full agreement with the prophetic
declaration, “Weeping may endure for a night,
- but joy cometh in the morning”. (Psalm 30:3)
The question is not as respects the weeping and
the night, the reign of darkness, of sin, or death.
This is fact—not imagination, not speculation.
Even those most favorably situated share with
the world in general the condition which the
Apostle describes, saying, “The whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together . ..

waiting for the manifestation of the sons of-

God” (Romans 8:22,19), waiting for the morn-
ing of the new and better day referred to by
the angels and by all the prophets and apostles,
as well as by our Redeemer. What interests us
in this connection is the promised escape from
present conditions to those of joy, happiness
and blessing. Whoever can heartily believe the
angelic message will surely agree that it is good
tidings—a message of peace on earth and- good
will to men. But show us how it can be brought
about, and when. Prove the matter to us, not
only Scripturally, but demonstrate it logically,
- for it is contrary to all that we have ever been
taught or ever believed, and it seems too good

Dear friends, I address you as Christian be-
lievers, pupils in the School of Christ, students
of the Lord’s Word, and remind you that not
only all creation is groaning, but that the Apos-
tle includes us and all believers in the matter,
saying, “Ourselves also, which have the first
fruits of the spirit, even we ourselves, groan
within ourselves waiting for the adoption, to
wit, the redemption of our body,” the Body of

Christ. (Romans 8:23) We have indeed a faith
which the world has not—a message of peace
and fellowship of spirit with the Lord, and,
many of us, also a communion with saints: but
blessed as these divine favors are, they leave
much to -be desired, and we groan, waiting for
the glorious consummation — the conditions
which are to be ours in the Resurrection morn-
ing.

THE CAUSE OF OUR GROANING

In order to appreciate the Bible explanation
of how the relief and joy are coming to the
world, we must note these declarations respect-
ing the cause and source of our tribulations.
Nowhere is the matter so beautifully and thor-
oughly summed up as in the Apostle’s state-
ment, “By one man’s disobedience sin entered
into the world, and death as the result of sin;
and so death passed upon all men, for that all
have sinned”. (Romans 5:12) That explanation
shows the entire situation. We perceive that sin
has gotten hold of our race; has blemished its
organism; has more or less defiled its every
member. And we perceive that death is its na-
tural outworking or penalty, and that all of our
sorrows and troubles and weaknesses, mental,
moral, and physical, are the results of this dy-
ing process, which is operating in us. The Serip-
tural explanation that the entire matter in its
start in weakness, original sin, was in Eden,
with our first parents, is logical. We pereeive
exactly how these blemishes have been conveyed
from parent to child with increasing force and
virulence. Thus we confirm the statement that
we were “born in sin and shapen in inquity;
in sin did our mothers conceive us,” and that
there is none righteous from the crown of the
head to the soles of the feet.

As a race we are unable to justify ourselves
before God, for, as the Apostle declares, “We
cannot do the things that we would”, for “there
is none righteous, no, not one,” in the absolute
sense. (Romans 3:10) We see, then, that our
Creator determined not to sympathize with,
nor encourage, nor permit sin, but to destroy it.
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His work has operated along the lines of justice,
in sentencing us to death and in holding to that
sentence for now six thousand years.

CAN DIVINE SENTENCE ALTER!?

Is it supposable that the unchangeable God
will change? Surely not! What then is there as
a basis for hope, since He has alrcady decreed
us unworthy of life—worthy of destruction—
death? Does not justice rule in all of the divine
dealings? Could God violate this element of
His character, of which we read, “Justice is the
foundation of his throne”? We must assent that
God cannot change. But the Scriptures reveal
to us another of God’s attributes coming to our
relief—His love. We inquire with deepest in-
terest, Is it possible for God’s love to triumph
over His justice? We answer, No, the divine
attributes are so perfectly coordinated that one
cannot trample upon another. Human wisdom
might here drop the matter as hopeless, but the
divine plan shows us to the contrary — that
divine love provided for the satisfaction of jus-
tice, by a sacrifice and corresponding price. To
our astonishment, the Scriptures hold up our
Lord, “The man Christ Jesus, who gave him-
self a Tansom for all; to be testified in due time”.
(1 Timothy 2:5,6) Now we begin to see that
our all-wise and all-just Creator, in the fulness
of His love, provided for the satisfaction of His
own justice, and thus provided for the relief of
our race, and for the fulfillment of our text, that
ultimately great joy should come to all people,
through Messiah’s sacrifice.

But would it be just to lay the penalty of
Adam’s sin upon a substitute? Would it be just
to cause the innocent to suffer for the guilty?
Ah, yes! That course would be unjust. But that
is not the divine program. On the contrary,
divine wisdom set before the Redeemer a great
prize and rich reward if He would undertake
the sacrifice incidental to our deliverance from
the power of sin and death. Jesus did this. As
we tead, “Who for the joy that was set before
him, endured the cross, despising the shame,
and is set down at the right hand of the throne
of God?. (Hebrews 12:2) The Apostle, telling
us of the sacrifice, assures us that He voluntari-
ly left the glory which He had with the Father,
was made flesh, and gave Himself as the “pro-
pitiation for our sins; and not for ours only, but
for the sins of the whole world”.—1 John 2:2.

The Apostle assures us further that He who

BrookLIN, N. X,

was rich became poor for our sakes, voluntarily,
and has now been gloriously rewarded in part,
for His faithfulness to the Father's will. He
notes how Jesus humbled Himself, even unto
the death of the cross, and then adds, “Where-,
fore God hath highly exalted him and given him
a name above every name, that at the name
of Jesus every kmee shall bow, of things in
heaven and things in earth, and things under
the earth; that every tongue shall confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord. to the glory of the Fath-
er”.—Philippians 2:9-11. {

JUSTICE, WISDOM, LOVE, POWER

These are the fundamental divine attributes.
The first three have been exhibited to us in op-
eration. We wonder and adore divine justice,
unchangeable; divine wisdom, inscrutable; di-
vine love, immeasurable. What remains, there-
fore, is to see the final demonstration of divine
power in action. -A sample of it was given us
by our Lord, when He awakened Lazarus from
the sleep of death, as showing further the glor-
jes of His coming kingdom—the divine king-
dom. Divine power is still more manifest in our
Lord’s own resurrection, His “change” from
earthly to heavenly condition. “in a moment, in
the twinkling of an eye”. (1 Corinthians 15:52)
The work of this gospel age, the selection of
the church from amongst . mankind, demon-
strates further the justice, wisdom, love and

_power of God; but the power still ‘waits for a

full development. If that element of the divine
character shall prevail, it will indeed niean what
our text declares, that “great joy shall be to
all people”. .

Love divine has sought the world and bought
it with the precious sacrifice of our Redeemer.
Adam was the transgressor, and all his race
suffer in consequence. Jesus Christ redeemed
father Adam, and in so doing, redeemed all -of
his family and all of his inheritance. Our glor-
jous Lord purposes to take the place of Adam
and to adopt all of his children, if they will,
and to give them back again all that was lost
in their father Adam. We must remember that,
no matter what our plane of birth, no matter
how deep our degradation, our rights, as the
children of Adam, were the perfect human
rights, had those not been forfeited by his dis-

-

obedience. Consequently the restoration which —~

our Redeemer purposes is not merely a restor-
ing to each individual of the things which he
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once possessed, but a restitution-of all that was
his by right under the original divine arrange-

ment, if Adam had not sinned. Hallelujah!

What a Savior! “Able to save unto the utter-
most them that come unto God by him.” (He-
brews 7:25) So surely as the divine program
has thus been earried out, exhibiting God’s jus-
tice and wisdom and love, so surely the re-
mainder of the divine program will follow, and
demonstrate divine power. :

WHY SO LONG A DELAY?

With a haste which properly belongs to our
short-lived and dyving condition, we wonder why
divine power has not made greater haste in the
deliverance of Adam and his race from the
bondage of sin and death—why Messiah, after
purchasing the world and the fulness thereof,
has not made haste to take possession of it, but
has permitted the reign of sin and death to con-
tinue, and has permitted Satan still to be the
god of this world and the deceiver of men.

The Scriptures give the only answer. They
tell us that, from the divine standpoint, the six
thousand years of the reign of sin and death
are a short time in God’s sight—that a thou-
sand vears in God’s sight are but as vesterday,
and that we are to have patience and faith.
They show us that the divine command was to
multiply and fill the earth, and that this work
has been much more rapidly accomplished un-
der the reign of sin and death than it would
have been otherwise, and that thus God has pro-
vided by now a sufficient number of Adam’s
race to fill the whole earth. They show us fur-
ther that these have all had some lessons and
experiences along the line of sin and death, and
will, thereby, be prepared for the lessons on the
gide of righteousncss, the lessons which God
purposes they shall have in the future, when
the Redeemer shall fulfill His promise and call
them forth from the tomb, the prison-house of
ggam. ‘
a5 @xample of the operation was granted to
as when our Lord called to his friend Lazarus,
w%s was dead, “Lazarus, come forth”—and the
dead came forth. He was not alive. He was
dead, or, from the divine standpoint of speak-
ing of things which are not yet accomplished,
as though they were, he was asleep, just as
Stephen was asleep when he was stoned to
death, and as the good and bad of all the past
are said to be asleep with their fathers.
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Another particular reason for the delay of
the establishment of Messiah’s kingdom and the
blessing of the world which He redeemed is that
there is another feature of the divine purpose,
namely, the selecting, or electing, of a “little
flock” to be the church of Christ, His bride and
joint-heir in His kingdom glory and Millennial
work. The type or pattern of this church was
Israel in the flesh and the overcomers of that
time, briefly mentioned by the Apostle in He-
brews 11. They are to have a special reward
and share in the services of the future. They,
however, were not invited to be members of the
bride class, the selection of - whieh began at
Pentecost and will, we believe, very soon be
completed, when the last one of them shall have
been accepted, found faithful, chiseled and pol-
ished, and made ready for the kingdom glory,
into which they will be ushered by the power
of the first resurrection. “So also is the resur-
rection of the dead; it is sown a natural body;
it is raised a spiritual body.” (1 Corinthians
15:42,44) “And I saw the souls of them that
were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and
for the Word of God, and which had not wor-
shiped the beast, neither bis image, neither had
they received his mark upon their : foreheads,
nor in their hands: and they lived and reigned
with Christ a thousand years.”—Rev. 20:4.

' . JOY IN THE MORNING

That time is Seripturally designated the
“morning” of the New Dispensation. The pic-
ture is carried out by telling us that now dark-
ness covers the earth and gross darkness the
heathen, but that in due time the light of divine
glory shall arise. Meantime the Lord’s faithful
must walk by faith and not by sight, and the
Father's Word of promise must be the lamp to
their pathway, the light of their footsteps, even
as a “lamp shining in a dark place, until the
day dawn”.—2 Peter 1:19. .

Our Lord Himself is styled the“Sun of Right-
ecousness”, which shall arise with healing resti-
tution in His beams. (Malachi 4:2) And in one
of His parables our Lord represents His church,
which is also to be with Him the “Sun of Right-
eousness”’, which is to return and refresh the
world. He describes the future glory of the
garnered wheat of this gospel age, saying,
“Then shall the righteous shine forth as the
sun.in the kingdom of their Father”. (Matthew
13:43) The results will be the scattering of
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the ignorance and superstition and darkness of
sin, which now prevails, and the enlightenment
of all mankind.

A further guarantee of the blessing of that
time is given us in the assurance that on. of
the first works of our Lord, in respect to the
establishment of His kingdom, will be the bind-
ing of Satan. The Apostle says, “And he laid
hold on Satan, and bound him for a thousand
vears, and set a seal upon him, that he should
deceive the nations no more, till the .thousand
years should be finished”. How careful our Lord
is to prove to us how every detail of that glori-
ous plan has been worked out. and that nothing
chall fail! He assures us as follows: “So shall
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth;
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall ac-
complish that which I please, and it shall pros-
per in the thing whereunto 1 sent it”. (Isaiah
55:11) And if our faith be lame, He assures
our hearts, saying, “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are my ways higher
than vour ways, and my thoughts than vour
thoushts”.—Isaiah 55:9.

“(,RFAT JOY TO ALL PEOPLE”

Our Lord said, “Blessed are they that mourn;
for they shall be comforted”. (Matthew 5:4)
Qo if we find that the great majority of man-
kind have had considerable experience in mourn-
ing and sorrow, under the reign of sin and
death, there is comfort in the thought that the
same large majority of the race shall be com-
forted, shall receive joy. All will have the op-
portunity of coming to this estate of joy, prom-
ised for all who were redeemed by the precious
blood. And the promised “times of restitution
of all things, which God hath spoken by the
mouth of all his holy prophets since the world
began,” will be world-wide in their influence.
All except the church will share in that glorious
restitution blessing. And the faithful of the
church will have, before then, received their
woo il _ihes Jdessing, through the “change” of
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pature from human to divine. “Behold, I show
you a mystery,” says the Apostle, “we shall be
changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye”.—1 Corinthians 15: 51, 52.

The restitution work will begin immediately

with the generation living at that time — fol-

lowing the great time of trouble, which the
Scriptures declare will usher in the Millennium.
As soon as order and blessing shall be estab-
lished in the world, under. that glorious kingdom
or dominion, invisible to men except through
its agents or channels, then will begin the awak-
ening of the sleeping millions—gradually. The
last will be first, so that the first Adam will
probably be the last to be awakened. But their
awakening will be for the purpose of bringing
them to an accurate knowledge of God, His
justice, wisdom, love and power, to the intent
that, if they will be rightly exercised in obedi-
ence to Christ, the great Mediator between God

and men, they will gradually regain the perfec-

tion.lost by original sin and, if they become
careless, they will receive stripes, chastise-
ments, that by these judgments of the Lord,
they may finally regain all that was lost. Their
joys will be increasing with every step taken
on the return journey back from sin and death
to perfection of life. The joy will be unto all
people, yet there is the intimation that some
will reject the divine favor. As it is written,
«And it shall come to pass, that every soul which
will not hear that prophet, shall be destroyed
from among the people”.—Acts 3:23.

Thus enlightened by the divine message, our
hearts will undoubtedly be drawn nearer and
nearer to the Fountain of all Grace and our
lives will be all sunshine. Let us not only put
off the works of darkness, but put off all that
pertains to the darkness and error, and be
clothed in garments of lights, and give

«Praize to him by whose kind favor
Heavenly Truth has reached our ears;
May its sweet, reviving savor
Fill our hearts and calm our fears.”

CHRISTMAS 1921

Spirit of Christmas, the whole world s waiting,
Waiting and longing for Christ and for you.

Song of the angels, oh! banish all hating;

Peace and good will ring, O joy-bells, ring true!
Spread the glad tidings, the new day is dawning.

Lift up your heads, all ye saints, and rejoice.

Glory to God in the highest! 'Tis morning.

Pralse Him, oh! praise Him with heart and with voice.

—Agnes Nourse.

.
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ganda against the Jewn, were foretoid as conditions
that would mark the time of the end of rhe prosent
ovil, unrighteous ordec of civilization a! of the
time when God’s kingdom would be etadished on

88 cents! Leather binding, $200, -
pithy, nvenging approximately fourteen lines cach. Oppo-

earth, .
DAILY HEAVENLY MANNA AND BIRTHDAY RECORD
‘A text is selected for each duy of the
year, and an uppropriate explauatory com-
site each day’s text a place is provided for the nufngraphs
of ralatives and friends, which verves as a reminder of

343,000 edition. 400 pages. (loth binding.
ment follows. Comments are brief and.
their birthdays.

more and mgre.a caus« of frietiom.. discontsut and tronbled, -

hastening that lrmruulh conftiet b‘nuan Capim and -

Labpor. L
- ‘ mnommrr .

8528, 500 edition,” 637 pagesr 968 pages d qne-donx
Cloth Yinding, 58 centa -
The key-note” of this volume iz the. ransom price. From
thiz doctrine radizte -all other. doctrines conpected with .
our saivation. Anm udderstanding of the ransom permiis-
Christiang’ todel:ldn -tmm:hmmuﬂwmzh:

error. - -
NEW CREAT!ON' N

ub" puzes ;- alsar 71. pq. ot quudm.m.

Cloth binding, 53 ‘cents, -

Compiles the Scriptucal ruies and laws eof mnagement

~

~

508,500 edition.

of the churchk apd the Christinn - home,- opéning with a
dlacussion Tr—tie Bible record of creatfon. )

THE. FINISHCD MYSTERY

2-100000 edition. 610 pages, (loth binding, 55 centa.

An explapation of the buoks of Revelation aud FEzekiel,
particulurly’ noting how events of the pdt seven years
have (fuiilled’ pruphecy. Proceeding upon’, the theory ol
interpretine the unknowna on the basis of what is known,
the probable manuer of fulfilling prophecy . respecting the
events. of Lne fonhcoming lour .years is ndvuced. -

THE PPOTQ-DRAMA ar CREAT!O‘V SCENAR'O .

308 illustrationg. 192 ‘pazes.’ Paper Bindine. 35
conts. Cloch bindioe. 33 cents. Deluxe, .$1.23.
Harmoniazes Sciehce. Iilstory and Philosophy. -

with the Dible. A non-teehmical explanation
of the plunetary s<yztem. Size of the planets
a3 crmparel with the earth. Describes rhe-

creative work of each of the 7.000-vear Mhass
ut creation. Formation of the mineral lepoxits,
“Traces the steps of civilization during the jawt
6000 years; The natural cause -of the fioud,
ete. |

CAN THE LIVING TALX WITH THE DEAD?
57800 mlmnn 128 pares. Paper cover. 23 centw,
A eonxistent and satfsfyins expositivn

of the Ilihie'e explanation of «piriti~n
— dfstinguishes betweem ‘talkin wi*h
spirits. and alking - with .the dead:

proves that the Bible’s explanation ol‘
spirilam is’ that it is demonism..com.
munieating  with evil spirits, demous,
who impersonate the dead:; demon-
strates that the wide-spread interest’
in spiritism Is one of the signs of the
end of the world and that millions now
living will pever die; points out that
the hope fdr the dead is in the resur-
rection of the dead and the unlt!ng of the milliona living

L B 8 A,
Gentlamen : .
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with the rmuilllons dead.
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For December 25th

_ Foliowing Looks bound in cloth, gold siemped, dull finish papey

The Divine Plan of the Ages
The Time is at Hand

Thy Kingdom Come
Battle of Armageddon

Atonement between God and Man

The New Creation
The Finished Mystery
The Harp of God

Studies in the Scriptures

Studies in the Scriptures
and Harp Bible Study Course

L B. S. A. Bibles

Daily Heavenly Manna

Scenario - Photo-Drama of Creation

Pastor Russell’s Sermons

Millions Now Living Will
Never Die

Can the Living Talk
with the Dead?

World Distress—Why
The Remedy

The Bible on Hell
Onr Lord'’s Return

The Watch Tower and Herald
of Christ's Presence

The Golden Age

1.B.B. 4., Brooklyn, N.Y.:
Enclosed find

Forward books checked to

Qutlines the divine plan revealed in the Bible for man's redemption
and restitution. 410 pages. 35¢

An examination of Bible chronology and the Bible’s Listory of the
world, Predicted World War, 1914. 384 pages. a3¢

Points to the prophetic testimony and chronology of the Bible regard-
ing the time of Christ’s kingdom. 388 pages. Jo¢

Covers closlng epoch of Gospel age. Exnmines causes of friction,
discontent, and trouble of our day. 667 pages. 40¢

The keynote is the ransom price. From this docirine all others

radiate. 637 pages. ¢
Complles the Scriptural rules and laws of management of the church
and Christian home. 747 pages. $0¢

An examination of the books of Revelation and Ezekiel Sugg:=ts
probable fulfilment of prophecies. 610 pages. ¢

A pointed and compact epitome of Bible fandamentals espeually
adapted for Bible Study Classes, 384 pages. 48¢

First seven volumes above listed, of topically arrunged Bible Study
books in ordinary not theological langnage. 3,700 pages. $2.50

Hiar Bz STupY Course, reading assignments and self-quiz cards
mailed weekly, and complete set STUDIES IN THE SCRIPTURES, all
cloth binding, gold stamped. 4,000 pages. £2.83

Common version cross reference with over 700 pages of speciul
Berean Helps. No. 1918, $3.00; No. 1819, $3.50; No. 1928, $4.00;
size 4% x6% In. No. 1939, $4.00; No. 1959, $5.50; size 5%xTi% in.

Text and short, pithy comment for each day of year. Leaves for
recording birthdays of friends. 400 pages. 85¢

Harmonizing sclence, history, and the Bible; 366 lllustrations. 53¢

A choice collection of the most important sermons of Pastor (. T.
Russell. 804 pages. ¢

Following publicaiions ¥ paper cover

Bible proof that Christ’s kingdom is about to be established und that
death will cease. 128 pages. 20¢

Shows Impossibility of talking with dead. Proves that spiritism is
demonistic dewonstration, 128 pages. 206

Nine treatises oo Bible subjects respecting present-day distress. 10¢
Examines every verse in the Scriptures In which the word Heli
appears in disproving eternal torwuent theory. 98 pages. 10¢

Treating on the Parousla (presence), the Apocalypse {revealment),
and the Eplphany (shining forth) of Christ's Second Advent. 10¢

Semi-monthly journal for critical Bible Students, Regular treatise

of the International Sanday Schoul Lessons, 16 prages. LW
Bi-weekly journal Interpretidg world events in the light of Bible
propbecy, yet not a distinctly religious Jourral. 32 pages. £1.00
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Dacsuser 7, 1921

. ' promised by Jehovah to “all the-families of the earth”.

eL

.
-
i

. See Genesis 12:1-3; 22:15-18; 26:2-5; 28:11-14.

~ 13. Why should. the standing up of Jlichael

—(Christ — Damiel 13:1) or the taking of His

power to begin Hif reign (Revelation 11:17,
18), cause such a great time of trouble?
Ans. : Satan is “the god of [god means mighty one]

' this world” [the present order or arrangement of

things]. He was also called by Jesus “the prince of this

~ world”.(John 14:30) “The god of this world” [Satan]
. does not desire to have his kingdom taken from him;

20 he is resisting at every step the forward march of
. new King of earth. In the Revised Versiom, Reve-

n 11:15 reads: “The kingdom [not kingdoms] of
-world is become [becoming] the kingdom of our
and of his Christ”, etc. The kingdoms are really

one kingdom, the kingdom of Satan, just as the new
kingdom will be one kingdom, the kingdom of Christ.

At Last!! Im Cemprehensible Language!

EINSTE!N’S New and Revolutionary

TAeory of the Universe
By WM. F. HUDGINGS

" 'The text bhas beem critically revised by Professor
Bailey, Chief of the Astromomical Dept. of Harvard,
Dr. J. A. Robison, Dean of the Oakland (Calif.)
Technical High Schoonl, Dr. FEdward Kasner of Co-
umbia, and Dr. G. D. Brinkhoff of Cambridze.

™e GOLDEN AGE

" The author treats this abstruse subject fa language

_ A Profitable and Pleasurable Holiday Gift. Price $1 Postpaid. =~
Onder Direcs From  ARROW BOOK COMPANY, 347 Fifth Ave., New York, N. Y.
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.14. How will those days of trouble be short-
encd? o -

Ans.: The answer is found in Revelation 20:1-3,
where it is shown that Satan will be bound for a thou-
sand years (during the reign of Christ over the earth)
by “an angel come down from heaven”—by Christ come
to earth. When Satan is bound, the trouble stops; for -
he is the great trouble-maker. “And God shall wipe
away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more desth, neithegy sorrow nor erying, neither shall
there be any mere pain; for the former things are
passed away."—Revelation 21:4.

NOTICE! - .

Beginning with our next issue THE GOLdEY Ao will.
publish a list of questions esch exue tahey from Judge
Rutherford’s new boak, “The Harp of Ged”, The an-
swers will be found in the baok. See
last page. -

RN N

pledrtisement on

HANDSOMELY BOUND N CLOTH

) FULLY ILLUSTRATER ' -
Everybody wants to know sil abous Bisstela's new
theory of the universe which is fodlpg. resdy ac-
ceptance by leading scientiats and'is: thresfenthg to
throw many of our schoelbooks isté the" discard.

which anybody can comprehend—a feat never before
acconmplished. Read it, and be abreast with the times.

S S S

A Chance To Make Some Xmas Money
" So much interest has been shown in '
MiracLe O that we have decided to

make a new offer to every Goupex Acn-
reader, good for the next thirty days:

Send us $16.00 and we will send you one case of twelve one-quart
cans to sell at $2.00 a can. You will receive $24.00 gross for s lit-
tle effort on your part in disposing of the oil. Auto owners will
readily buy a can for $3.00.after they see what a saving it is in
the upkeep of their car. . - -
If you have not sent for & sample

and after seeing what it does, remit the $16.00 for the case. You
will reslize 50 percent or $8.00 on your investment. ’

can, send $2.00 by return mail ;

900 of he euse, we will amberize 790 to send the
Py yem at $1.33 & cun, junt shat yeu paid (or
Make owt check or momey order parsble te

a



'ECEMPELR 21, 1021

ne: “Christ in vas e chureh clazz] the hope of
= det P—Colossians 1020,
. e What is meent by the word “Christ"?

~

ns.: It means anointed.
« 13, Was Jesus anointed of the holy spirit,
mnd do the church class receive the same anoint-
T 4

ns.: Yes: Jesus was anointed of God (Luke 4:18;

% Acts 107 38), and alwo the church.—2 Corinthians 1:

7+ 1 Join 2:27. -
4. Then, in plain language, what is this great
nystery that St. Paul 1s speaking of?
Ans.: It is that the promised seed (the great deliv-

-

T GOLDEN AGE
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erer) is not a single individual or person, but. “many”
(1 Corinthians 12: 12-14, 27) ; that God’s dear Son “is
the Head of the body [the body of the Christ], the
church” ( Colossians 1: 18), and that all who are Christ’s
are “Abraham’s seed and heirs according to the promise”
to bless all families and nations of the earth. See Gala-
tians 3: 8, 16, 20; Genesis 12:3; 22:18.

NOTICE ! T

Beginning with our next issue THE GorpeN Age will

publich a list of questions each issue taken from Judge

Ttutherford’s new book, “The Harp of God”. The an-

swers will be found in THE GOLDEN AGE and in the
book. See advertisement on last page.

CHRISTMAS CARGCL

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of oid.

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on earth. good will to men,
From heaven's all-gracious King".
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats
O'er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains

They bend «z hsvering wing,

And ever o'er its Babel sounds

s I'he blessed angeis sing.

1jut with the woes of sin and strife
The world has suffered long;
Beneath the angel-strain have rolled
Two thousand years of wrong;

And man, at war with man, hears not
The love-song which they bring: '
Oh, hush the noise, ye men of strife,
And hear the angels. sing! .

And ye heneath life's crushing load,
Whose forms are bending low, !
Who toil along the climbing way

With painful steps and slow,

Look now! for glad and golden hours
Come swiftly on the wing: .
Oh, rest beside the weary road,

And hear the angels sing!

For lo! the days are hastening o

By prophet-bards foretold, :

YWhen with the ever-circling years
Comes round the age of gold;

When peace shall over all the earth

Its ancient splendors fling

And the whole world give back the song
Which now the angels sing.

HOLLANDISH HYMN, Number 160
{This hymn, translated fer Tas GOLDEN AGE, is sung by
the Hollandish people en the might ef each December 31st)

Hours, days, months, and years,
Swiftly as the shadows go;
Ah, we find upon our pathway
Naught that’s lasting here below.
In the way that we must traverse,
Scarce a footprint e’er remains,
Only on the soul the present
Leaves its blessings or its stains.

Generations languish earthward,
And we bloom upon their graves;
And in time our children mourn us—
Fallen, like the autumn leaves.
Dust, that ngee slow have gathered.
Hests wit] (oo weri{same grave;
Without Tuee, Eieruni Tuiler,
Ah, who could our being save?

Though Thou turnedst tw destruction.
Still Thy grace forsakes us not,

Heavenly light shines round about us,
Glory is Thy children’s lot.

"Neath Thy loving care and guidance

" All the weary, dying way

T.eads us, as Thy Word hath spoken,

To the full and perfect Day.

Neither weal nor woe can harm me,
Neither grief nor chastening rod,

Thou art ever left to cheer me, '
Thou'rt eternally my God.

Whate'er sorrow here may threaten,
Unto Thee for rest I go;

Thou art, through Thy Son, my Father,
Spite of changes, spite of woe.

Father, still, in all my sorrows,
Father, though In shade or sun,
Father, in the Vale of Shadow,
Father, too, when death has won.
Though on earth is naught but changing,
Thou, O God, dost faithful stand;
E'en my soul rests in Thy mercy,
Siumbers in Thy Father-hand.

Haste then, years, haste freely onward,
With your sunlight and your pain,
What of grief ye bring upon me,
Mine is peace that shall remain.
Though all else on earth should fail me,
Onward led by Thy dear hand,
Bright, beyond our mean existence
Shines my heavenly Fatherland.
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OR more téan two years 0w
The Golden Age has been going
reqularly to its subscribers. Once it
was found necessary to advance the
subscription price from $1.50 to $2.00,
on account of marked rises in paper pri-
ces and other costs of production. But
now we have a Holiday surprise for our
readers—from January 1, 192Z, the an-
nual subscription price to our journal is

reduced to $1.00 per year
(Canaaa and foreign $1.50)

This drop in price does not indicate
any change in the size of the magazine
nor in the number or quality of the con-

tributions. It is simply a drop in price.
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