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About Santa Ciaus By Gerald Bnrry 

THE name "Santa Claus" is an American cor- courage the '.Santa Claus" custom, or 
rnption of the Dutch form "San Nicolaas" children be told the plain facts of the 

'(St. Nicholas), whose festival used to be ob- To those v~ho love llonesty and truth, t h d  
served on December 6th. From early times is but one anever to this question: Such sr+~G 
feasts were held in this saint's honor in Eng- bound to discourage everything akin to false- ": 
land and Germany, thougl1 subsequmtly they hood and cleception. I t  mould be better every- ~7 

.uY became confounded with the Christmas festivi- way to point childre11 and all to the real spirit .-> 
ties. As many are not aware of the origin of of Christmas - that i t  celebrates in a general " 
the custom the following extract from the "En- mTay the great gift \\.]lich God provided for the 
cyclopedia Britannica" may be of interest: salvation of our race; namely, the gift of God's ' 

' 

"Nicholas, St., bishop of Myra, in Lycia, a saint dear Son, ~vho was born into the world $s the 
honored by the Greeks and the liatins on the sixth of Babe of Bethlehem. (Luke 2 : 10-12). On, this * 

December. His cult is as celebrated as his history is point pastor ~ ~ ~ s ~ l l  has well said: . -- 
the that have 'Ome doan to as "Altllougll ne  cannot agree that this(December 25th) 

' 
are of a purelydegendary character, and it is impossible is the proper day for celebrating the birth of our dear- ' :r to find any sing1e incident Onfirmed historicall~. The Redeemcr, hilt must that i t  was about October Id, 

- 
main facts of his life are usually given as follows: He nevertheless since he did not intimate his desire that we"" .- 
was bishop of Myra in the time of the emperor Diocle- should celebrate his birthday it is quite immaterial upc. 

11 ./ tian, was perwcuted, tortured for the IVas what day that of so great importance to a, i8 i in prison until the more tolerant reign of Constantine, celebrated. Upon this day, so generally celebrated, we ,: 
and was present at  the council of Nicea. It should be may proper,y enough join with all hearts are in . 
observed that this l ad  circ~rmstance is ignored by all the attitude of love and appreciation toward and a 5 
the historians, an* that St. Athanasius, who knew all toward the Sarior. The habit of giving little reme- L; 
the notable bishops of the period, never mentions Nicho- brances one to another at time of gear seems to las, bishop of Myra. . . . especially'appropriate. God is the great giver of every - 

"There are nearly 400 churches in England dedicated good and gift. He is continually giving and 
to St. Nicholas. He is the patron saint of Russia; the are receiving from Him; but amongst &. .:: 
special protector of children, scholars, merchants, and His gifts the one of greatest importance to us th -> 

sailors, and is invoked by travellers against robbers. . . . gift of His Son to be our Redeemer. While, therefore, I" 
A legend of his surreptitious bestowal of dowries upon thanking the Lord for this great gift and for the 

- 

the three daughters of an impoverished citizen rho, un- plan lvhich centered in it, it is appropriate that re 
to procure fit marriages for them, was On the point in our hearts the spirit of liberality, genemiQr - .. 

of giving them UP to a life of is said to have . . . to our conditions and circumstances.. . ,. . , 
originated the old custom of giving presents in secret 
on the Eve of St. Nicholas, subsequently transferred to TITe recommend that every little gift on this occasion * ; 
Christmas Day. Hence the association of Christmas should, as far as possible, represent or be accompanied -*' 

 it^, 'santa c+laus; an ~~~~i~~~ corruption of the by some little remembrancer of the great gifksorn* -= 
Dutch form 'Sari Nicolaas,' the custom being brought thing to draw the mind of the recipient to the fact tbt  t-L 

to America by the early Dutch colonists."-"Encyclo- the great gift of God in Christ is and should be ia the f'" 

p d i a  Britannica,?' Vol. 19, page 648. minds of all who give or who receive the trifling ex- , 

The question may be asked: I s  it wise to en- changes of the season."-Watch Tower,-1903, page 457.: 

Rewriting Earth's Literature ~y E. J. Willits . I -.. 

I CERTAINLY do enjoy reading your fear- 
less exposures of the errors that prevail in 

all the walks of life, particularly anlong what 
the world calls "the higher upsn-big business, 
big politicians (miscalled statesmen) and big. 
ecclesiastics. What a herculean task it will be in 
_the Golden Age to rid this old earth of all the 
taints of sin that have become so deeply im- 

Talre the matter of the world's literature: 
have often ~vondered whether it will all be de 
stro~-ed and a conlpletely new literature wr 
ten, leaving the dead past to bury its dead; 
whether it will be "revised" in accordance vrri 
the trnth. I can imagine the chagrin of the 
Longfello~\i, for instance, when upon his a 
ening from the sleep of death, he learns 

A 
bedded in every fibre of the present social fa- the 6orld has been 'turned to a pme lmgiraj&f -*. 

bric 1 the message of truth; and perceives that 
828 
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